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COURSE	  SYLLABUS	  
	  
Term:	  	  Fall	  2015	  

Course:	  	  English	  265X	  –	  British	  Literature	  
	  

Instructor	  Information:	  
Instructor	  Name	   Ginger	  G.	  Rodriguez	  
Office	  Number:	   609	  
Phone	  Number:	   473-‐4307	  
Email:	   grodriguez@ccsj.edu	  
Hours	  Available:	   By appointment  
Instructor	  Background:	  I	  have	  an	  undergraduate	  degree	  in	  history	  from	  Lawrence	  University	  in	  
Appleton,	  Wisconsin,	  a	  Master	  of	  Liberal	  Arts	  degree	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Chicago,	  and	  a	  Ph.D.	  in	  
Humanities	  from	  Union	  Institute	  in	  Cincinnati.	  As	  Vice	  President	  for	  Academic	  Affairs,	  I	  have	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  work	  on	  the	  academic	  program	  across	  the	  curriculum,	  but	  my	  passion	  continues	  to	  
revolve	  around	  Western	  literature	  and	  questions	  about	  what	  the	  so-‐called	  classics	  can	  contribute	  to	  
understanding	  a	  good	  life	  in	  contemporary	  society.	  	  
	  
	  

Course	  Information:	  

Course	  Time:	   Tuesdays,	  3:30	  –	  6:30	  	  

Classroom:	   263	  
Prerequisites:	  	  	   English	  103	  and	  104	  
Required	  Books	  
and	  Materials:	  
	  

Beowulf:	  A	  New	  Verse	  Translation	  by	  Seamus	  Heaney	  
Excerpts	  from	  Chaucer’s	  The	  Canterbury	  Tales,	  posted	  on	  Blackboard	  
Shakespeare	  sonnets,	  posted	  on	  Blackboard	  
Mary	  Shelley,	  Frankenstein	  
Jane	  Austen,	  Northanger	  Abbey	  
Joseph	  Conrad,	  The	  Heart	  of	  Darkness,	  posted	  on	  Blackboard	  
Additional	  poetry,	  posted	  on	  Blackboard	  
Virginia	  Woolf,	  Mrs.	  Dalloway	  

Learning	  Outcomes/	  Competencies:	  
Students	  will	  	  

1. Know	  the	  major	  authors	  of	  the	  British	  literary	  canon.	  
2. Understand	  key	  genres	  of	  British	  literature,	  including	  epic,	  allegory,	  poetry,	  and	  novels.	  
3. Understand	  British	  literary	  works	  in	  their	  social	  and	  historical	  context.	  
4. Apply	  techniques	  of	  close	  reading	  to	  understand	  classics	  of	  British	  literature.	  	  
5. Evaluate	  the	  distinctive	  qualities	  of	  Britain’s	  contribution	  to	  world	  literature.	  	  
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Course	  Description:	  
This	  course	  is	  a	  survey	  of	  British	  literature	  from	  Beowulf	  to	  Virginia	  Woolf.	  	  It	  explores	  major	  
movements,	  writers,	  genres,	  and	  works,	  helping	  students	  to	  understand	  the	  rich	  literary	  heritage	  
that	  comes	  from	  Great	  Britain.	  In	  general,	  we	  will	  take	  a	  historical	  approach	  to	  British	  literature,	  and	  
in	  particular	  we	  will	  consider	  these	  questions:	  	  

• What	  does	  literature	  reveal	  about	  the	  cultural	  moment?	  	  
• Can	  we	  trust	  what	  literature	  implies	  about	  the	  past?	  
• Are	  the	  “classics”	  of	  Western	  literature	  still	  valuable	  for	  helping	  us	  determine	  what	  

constitutes	  a	  good	  life	  today?	  	  
Learning	  Strategies:	  	  
Although	  this	  is	  a	  survey	  course,	  which	  usually	  implies	  lecture	  and	  breadth	  of	  coverage	  rather	  than	  
discussion	  and	  depth	  of	  coverage,	  this	  class	  will	  function	  as	  a	  seminar,	  focusing	  on	  some	  key	  
moments	  of	  British	  literature	  in	  some	  depth	  through	  class	  discussion	  and	  work.	  I	  will	  expect	  you	  to	  
complete	  all	  assigned	  reading	  and	  to	  contribute	  to	  class	  discussion	  of	  the	  questions	  that	  it	  raises.	  
Two	  in-‐class	  projects	  foster	  group	  work	  in	  the	  field	  of	  literary	  studies.	  An	  additional	  project	  
presented	  in	  class	  requires	  memorizing	  and	  analyzing	  a	  poem,	  promoting	  a	  particular	  approach	  
to	  studying	  poetry.	  	  Two	  major	  papers	  demonstrate	  the	  analytical	  and	  writing	  skills	  required	  of	  a	  
course	  in	  English	  literature.	  Because	  the	  process	  of	  writing	  is	  so	  important,	  papers	  require	  a	  
portfolio	  of	  preparatory	  work	  that	  includes	  highlighted	  text,	  annotated	  text,	  notes	  on	  the	  text,	  an	  
outline,	  and	  a	  first	  draft.	  Finally,	  an	  essay	  exam	  typical	  of	  English	  courses	  will	  require	  you	  to	  
synthesize	  skills	  and	  knowledge	  that	  you	  have	  developed	  throughout	  the	  course.	  	  
Experiential	  Learning	  Opportunities:	  	  
British	  Literature	  develops	  skills	  and	  knowledge	  through	  analysis	  of	  literary	  works	  in	  the	  context	  of	  
current	  discussions	  in	  the	  field,	  both	  in	  and	  out	  of	  class.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	   Assessments:	  
Major	  
Assignments:	  

2	  papers:	  Beowulf;	  The	  Novel	  
	  	  	  highlighted	  text	  –	  10	  points	  
	  	  	  annotated	  text	  –	  10	  points	  
	  	  	  notes	  on	  text	  –	  10	  points	  
	  	  	  outline	  –	  10	  points	  
	  	  	  Draft	  1	  –	  30	  points	  
	  	  	  Draft	  2	  –	  30	  points	  
Shakespeare	  project	  
In-‐class	  projects	  (Frankenstein;	  post-‐	  
	  	  	  	  colonial	  interpretation)	  
Final	  essay	  exam	  

200	  points	  (100	  total	  for	  each)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  50	  points	  
	  	  40	  points	  (20	  each)	  	  
	  
100	  points	  	  	  

Class	  Participation	   This	  is	  a	  seminar-‐style	  class	  in	  which	  
learning	  occurs	  through	  discussion	  in	  the	  
classroom.	  You	  will	  earn	  5	  points	  for	  
contributing	  significantly	  to	  discussion	  in	  
each	  class.	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  	  60	  points	  
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Course	  Schedule:	  

Class	  Date	   Assignments	   Class	  Discussion/Activities	  
Week	  1,	  Sept.	  1:	  	  
Introduction	  to	  
British	  literature	  
and	  Beowulf	  

	   • Introductions	  
• The	  syllabus	  
• Reading	  and	  writing	  expectations	  
• Strategies	  for	  reading	  poetry,	  

essays,	  short	  stories,	  and	  novels	  
• Overview	  of	  British	  literature	  
• Beowulf	  

Week	  2,	  Sept.	  8:	  
Epic	  poetry:	  Beowulf	  

• Read	  Beowulf,	  part	  1,	  pages	  3	  –	  
131	  (64	  pages)	  
	  

• History	  and	  epic	  
• The	  heroic	  ethic	  
• Women’s	  roles	  
• Paganism	  and	  Christianity	  

Week	  3,	  Sept.	  15	  
Beowulf	  continued	  

• Read	  Beowulf,	  part	  2,	  pages	  131	  
–	  213	  (41	  pages)	  

• The	  heroic	  ethic	  redux	  
• The	  young	  and	  old	  king	  compared	  
• Women’s	  roles	  
• The	  tragedy	  of	  Beowulf	  

Week	  4,	  Sept.	  22	  
The	  vernacular	  tale:	  
Chaucer,	  The	  
Canterbury	  Tales	  

• The	  Beowulf	  paper	  –	  
annotation,	  notes,	  outline,	  draft	  	  

• Read	  the	  assigned	  Chaucer	  tale	  

• The	  development	  of	  English	  –	  
Beowulf	  to	  Chaucer	  

• The	  development	  of	  literature	  –	  
the	  epic	  to	  the	  tale	  

• The	  frame	  story	  
• In-‐class	  project:	  Group	  

presentations	  of	  individual	  tales	  
• Conclusions	  about	  Chaucer:	  Style,	  

purpose,	  context	  
Week	  5,	  Sept.	  29	  
Drama	  and	  poetry:	  
Shakespeare	  

• Beowulf	  paper,	  draft	  2	   • Introduction	  to	  Shakespeare	  
• Analyzing	  Hamlet’s	  soliloquys	  	  
• The	  sonnets	  

Week	  6,	  Oct.	  6	  
Poetry	  

• The	  Shakespeare	  project	  	  
 

• Shakespeare	  presentations	  
• Romantic	  poetry	  
• Poetry	  analysis	  workshop	  
• Characteristics	  of	  romanticism	  

Week	  7,Oct.	  13	  
The	  novel:	  Mary	  
Shelley’s	  
Frankenstein	  

• Read	  Frankenstein,	  Chapters	  I	  to	  
XIV,	  pp.	  1	  –	  86	  	  
	  

• Background	  on	  Shelley	  
• The	  development	  of	  the	  novel	  
• Romanticism	  and	  Frankenstein	  
• Frame	  stories,	  revisited	  
• Reading	  the	  text	  

Week	  8,	  Oct.	  20	  
Frankenstein	  and	  
literary	  theory	  

• Read	  Frankenstein,	  pp.	  86	  –	  166	  	  
• Choose	  a	  paragraph	  that	  

interests	  you,	  amazes	  you,	  
excites	  you,	  or	  confuses	  you;	  be	  
prepared	  to	  read	  it	  to	  the	  class.	  

• In-‐class	  project:	  	  Reading	  
Frankenstein:	  a	  psychological	  
reading,	  a	  feminist	  reading,	  a	  
postcolonial	  reading	  	  

Week	  9,	  Oct.	  27	  
The	  novel:	  Jane	  
Austen	  	  

• Read	  Northanger	  Abbey,	  
Chapters	  1	  –	  18	  (pp.	  1	  –	  142)	  

• Jane	  Austen	  and	  the	  19th	  century	  	  
• The	  coming-‐of-‐age	  novel	  
• The	  marriage	  plot	  
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Week	  10,	  Nov.	  3	  
Northanger	  Abbey	  
and	  19th-‐century	  
novels	  

• Read	  Northanger	  Abbey,	  
Chapters	  19	  –	  31,	  pp.	  143	  –	  237)	  

• Choose	  a	  paragraph	  that	  
interests	  you,	  amazes	  you,	  
excites	  you,	  or	  confuses	  you;	  be	  
prepared	  to	  read	  it	  to	  the	  class.	  

• The	  development	  of	  the	  novel	  in	  
the	  19th	  century	  –	  attitudes	  
toward	  reading	  

• Gothic	  literature	  –	  attitudes	  
toward	  novels	  

• Austen	  and	  literary	  theory	  
Week	  11,	  Nov.	  10	  
The	  novel:	  Conrad	  
and	  imperialism	  

• Read	  Heart	  of	  Darkness	   • Imperialism	  –	  Kipling	  and	  others	  
• Conrad	  and	  empire	  
• The	  frame	  story,	  revisited	  
• Symbolism	  in	  Heart	  of	  Darkness	  
• Women	  in	  Heart	  of	  Darkness	  

Week	  12,	  Nov.	  17	  
Poetry	  and	  
modernity	  

• The	  Novel	  paper	   • In-‐class	  project:	  Conrad	  and	  
postcolonial	  interpretation	  

• Modern	  poetry	  –	  Yeats	  	  
Week	  13,	  Nov.	  24	  
The	  novel:	  Virginia	  
Woolf	  and	  
modernity	  

• Read	  Mrs.	  Dalloway,	  to	  about	  p.	  
100	  

	  

• The	  literature	  of	  modernity	  
• Woolf	  and	  stream	  of	  

consciousness	  
• Woolf	  and	  feminism:	  

“Shakespeare’s	  Sister”	  
• Reading	  Woolf	  

Week	  14,	  Dec.	  1	  
Epic	  to	  stream	  of	  
consciousness:	  
Review	  

• Finish	  Mrs.	  Dalloway	  
• Choose	  a	  paragraph	  that	  

interests	  you,	  amazes	  you,	  
excites	  you,	  or	  confuses	  you;	  be	  
prepared	  to	  read	  it	  to	  the	  class.	  

• Revised	  novel	  paper	  is	  due	  at	  the	  
final	  exam	  	  

• Reading	  Woolf	  
• Modernity	  
• Review	  

	  
Final	  exam	  week	  12/7	  –	  12/12	  
 
	  
I	  reserve	  the	  right	  to	  change	  this	  schedule	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  class.	  
	  
	  

Responsibilities	  
Turning	  In	  Your	  
Work	  	  

You	  cannot	  succeed	  in	  this	  class	  if	  you	  do	  not	  turn	  in	  all	  your	  work	  on	  the	  
day	  it	  is	  due.	  If	  you	  do	  not	  hand	  me	  the	  required	  work	  at	  the	  start	  of	  the	  
class,	  you	  have	  lost	  10%	  of	  the	  total.	  If	  you	  do	  not	  submit	  a	  hard	  copy	  of	  
the	  assignment	  to	  me	  the	  following	  day,	  you	  have	  lost	  an	  additional	  10%	  
until,	  at	  day	  5,	  you	  have	  lost	  50%	  of	  the	  value	  and	  failed	  the	  assignment.	  	  	  

Using	  Electronic	  
Devices	  

Electronic	  devices	  can	  only	  be	  used	  in	  class	  for	  course-‐related	  purposes.	  
If	  you	  text	  or	  access	  the	  Internet	  for	  other	  purposes,	  you	  may	  be	  asked	  to	  
leave,	  in	  which	  case	  you	  will	  be	  marked	  absent.	  	  

Participating	  in	  Class	   You	  must	  be	  on	  time,	  stay	  for	  the	  whole	  class	  and	  speak	  up	  in	  a	  way	  that	  
shows	  you	  have	  done	  the	  assigned	  reading.	  If	  you	  are	  not	  prepared	  for	  
class	  discussion,	  you	  may	  be	  asked	  to	  leave,	  in	  which	  case	  you	  will	  be	  
marked	  absent.	  	  
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Doing	  Your	  Own	  
Work	  	  
	  

If	  you	  turn	  in	  work	  that	  is	  not	  your	  own,	  you	  are	  subject	  to	  judicial	  
review,	  and	  these	  procedures	  can	  be	  found	  in	  the	  College	  Catalog	  and	  the	  
Student	  Planner.	  The	  maximum	  penalty	  for	  any	  form	  of	  academic	  
dishonesty	  is	  dismissal	  from	  the	  College.	  Using	  standard	  citation	  
guidelines,	  such	  as	  MLA	  or	  APA	  format,	  to	  document	  sources	  avoids	  
plagiarism.	  The	  Library	  has	  reference	  copies	  of	  each	  of	  these	  manuals,	  
and	  there	  are	  brief	  checklists	  in	  your	  Student	  Handbook	  and	  Planner.	  	  
PLEASE	  NOTE:	  All	  papers	  may	  be	  electronically	  checked	  for	  plagiarism.	  	  

Withdrawing	  from	  
Class	  
	  

After	  the	  last	  day	  established	  for	  class	  changes	  has	  passed	  (see	  the	  
College	  calendar),	  you	  may	  withdraw	  from	  a	  course	  by	  following	  the	  
policy	  outlined	  in	  the	  CCSJ	  Course	  Catalog.	  

	  
Resources	  

Student	  Success	  
Center:	  
	  

The	  Student	  Success	  Center	  provides	  faculty	  tutors	  at	  all	  levels	  to	  help	  
you	  master	  specific	  subjects	  and	  develop	  effective	  learning	  skills.	  It	  is	  
open	  to	  all	  students	  at	  no	  charge.	  You	  can	  contact	  the	  Student	  Success	  
Center	  at	  219	  473-‐4287	  or	  stop	  by	  the	  Library.	  

Disability	  Services:	  
	  

Disability	  Services	  strives	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  all	  students	  by	  providing	  
academic	  services	  in	  accordance	  with	  Americans	  with	  Disabilities	  Act	  
(ADA)	  guidelines.	  If	  you	  believe	  that	  you	  need	  a	  “reasonable	  
accommodation”	  because	  of	  a	  disability,	  contact	  the	  Disability	  Services	  
Coordinator	  at	  219-‐473-‐4349.	  

CCSJ	  Alerts:	  
	  

Calumet	  College	  of	  St.	  Joseph’s	  emergency	  communications	  system	  will	  
tell	  you	  about	  emergencies,	  weather-‐related	  closings,	  or	  other	  incidents	  
via	  text,	  email,	  or	  voice	  messages.	  Please	  sign	  up	  for	  this	  important	  
service	  annually	  on	  the	  College’s	  website	  at:	  
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html.	  
In	  addition,	  you	  can	  check	  other	  media	  for	  important	  information,	  such	  as	  
school	  closings:	  	  
Internet:	  	  	  http://www.ccsj.edu	  
Radio:	  WAKE	  –	  1500	  AM,	  WGN	  –	  720	  AM,	  WIJE	  –	  105.5	  FM,	  WLS	  –	  890	  
AM,	  WZVN	  –	  107.1	  FM,	  WBBM	  NEWS	  RADIO	  78	  
TV	  Channels:	  	  2,	  5,	  7,	  9,	  32	  

 

http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html
http://www.ccsj.edu

