COURSE SYLLABUS

Term: 20151 (Fall 2015)

HIST 110X: American Civilization

Instructor Information:

Instructor Name Dr. Tina Ebenger

Office Number: 510

Phone Number: (219) 473-4392

Email: tebenger@ccsj.edu

Hours Available: o I"HS%&'()+*)-).+,, )
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Instructor Background Dr. Ebenger received her Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of
Cincinnati. Her dissertation title was “Privacy, Technology and Public Policy: The Case of Electronic
Mail.” Her research and teaching interests include: the Internet, technology, public policy and privacy;
civil rights and civil liberties; corruption in politics, and voter participation.

Course Information:

Course Time: Thursday, 7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

Classroom: TBA

Prerequisites: None

Required Books e Handouts, to be distributed on an as-needed basis.

and Materials: * Materials for taking supplementary notes (VERY IMPORTANT!!!). I

strongly recommend buying loose-leaf paper, a 3-ring binder, and a
hold-puncher (so you can insert class handouts into the notebook), as
well as a good supply of pens and markers. Please be aware that itis
absolutely crucial to take notes at every single class meeting. Use
whatever note-taking system works best for you; if you are not sure
how to take good notes, by all means speak with me and / or a tutor
at the Student Success Center as soon as possible. 1F YOU MISS A
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CLASS, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO OBTAIN RELEVANT NOTES
FROM A CLASSMATE AND CATCH UP ON ALL WORK WITHIN SEVEN
DAYS.

* www.ccsj.blackboard Please check Blackboard at least once per week
for any announcements. Also, note that “practice questions” will be
posted on Blackboard at least two days prior to each quiz, to help you
review the material. IN THE EVENT OF AN UNEXPECTED CLASS
CANCELLATION (due to dangerous weather conditions, power
outages, instructor illness, etc.), PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK THE
BLACKBOARD SITE, WHERE A REQUIRED ASSIGNMENT IN LIEU OF
ATTENDING CLASS WILL BE POSTED!

Learning Outcomes/ Competencies:
Upon completion of the Indiana Statewide Transfer General Education Core, of which this course or
its equivalent forms a part, students will have mastered Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing.
They will:
* Recognize and describe humanistic, historical, or artistic works or problems and patterns of
the human experience.
* Apply disciplinary methodologies, epistemologies, and traditions of the humanities and the
arts, including the ability to distinguish primary and secondary sources.
* Analyze and evaluate texts, objects, events, or ideas in their cultural, intellectual or historical
contexts.
* Analyze the concepts and principles of various types of humanistic or artistic expression.
* C(Create, interpret, or reinterpret artistic and / or humanistic works through performance or
criticism.
* Develop arguments about forms of human agency or expression grounded in rational
analysis and in an understanding of and respect for spatial, temporal, and cultural contexts.
[NOTE: In plain English, this can refer to technology, artistry, and / or ethics.]
* Analyze diverse narratives and evidence in order to explore the complexity of human
experience across space and time.
More specifically:
Upon completion of the American Civilization course, students will:
* Know key events and dates in American history, from colonial times to the present.
* Know the basic geography of the United States and understand how, when, and why this
nation grew as it did.
* Discuss long-standing issues and problems in United States history.
* Report on careers and contributions of noteworthy persons in United States history.
* Analyze similarities and differences between past and current events in the history of the
United States.

Course Description:

This course surveys American civilizations from colonial times to the present. It reviews the basic
chronology of American civilizations while focusing on the major events and problems of American
history, including political, social, cultural, and economic developments. The course also emphasizes
geography as it relates to American history and some interpretive issues regarding major events and
problems in American civilizations.

Learning Strategies:
Lectures, class discussions (planned and spontaneous), reading and writing assignments, and oral
presentation.



http://www.ccsj.blackboard

Experiential Learning Opportunities:

Oral presentation.

Assessments:

Major
Assignments:

*  Quizzes (7)

* In-Class Essays (6 minimum; 2
additional in-class essays will be
used for extra credit)

* Short Oral Presentation

35% of grade
30% of grade

5% of grade

* Five-Paragraph Essay 10% of grade
e Post-Test 10% of grade
Class Participation * Participation in “Question-and- 10% of grade

Answer Sessions” (2)
* BONUS POINTS

Students who satisfy the
requirements for “A” in overall
class participation (please see
separate rubric, to be
distributed along with this
syllabus) will have 3 points
added to their final average for
this course.

Signature
Assignments

This General Education class will help you
prepare for CCSJ's Signature Assignments, a
common written and oral project that
students complete in Social Justice as
freshmen, Religious Studies as sophomores,
and Philosophy as juniors. Signature
Assignments are assessed for written
communications, oral communications, and
critical thinking. You must meet

required scores in Religious Studies to move
ahead to Philosophy, and in Philosophy to
complete your General Education program.

Course Schedule:

Class Date

Week 1

Thursday, September 3

Welcome, introduction, and Pre-Test

.

Week 2

Thursday, September 10

Newcomers to North America in the
15- and 1600s, including some of the
first contacts—and clashes—between
Native North Americans and




Europeans. HOMEWORK: Study for
Quiz # 1.

Week 3

Thursday, September 17

QUIZ # 1. The New England Puritan
heritage.

The North American colonies on the
eve of the Revolutionary War.
HOMEWORK: Study for Quiz # 2.

Week 4

Thursday, September 24

QUIZ # 2.

The American Revolution and its
aftermath.

HOMEWORK: Study for Quiz # 3.

Week 5

Thursday, October 1

QUIZ # 3. The U.S. in the post-
Revolutionary War period: the
Presidencies of George Washington,
John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson.

“Lewis and Clark: Great Journey
West” (Film and discussion)
President James Madison and the
War of 1812. HOMEWORK: Study for
Quiz #4.

Week 6

Thursday, October 8

QUIZ # 4. U.S. life, policies, and
territorial expansion under
Presidents James Monroe, John
Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, and
Martin Van Buren. Viewing of “Trail
of Tears” film.

Presidents William Henry Harrison,
John Tyler, and James K. Polk.
Continuing urban growth and
advances in transportation, as
reflected in Charles Dickens’s
American Notes (1842).
HOMEWORK: Prepare Five-
Paragraph Essay.

Week 7

Thursday, October 15

FIVE-PARAGRAPH ESSAY DUE.
Westward expansion, continued: the
tragic story of the Whitman Massacre
and the Cayuse War. IN-CLASS ESSAY
# 1.

The Pre-Civil War era: events and
issues during the Presidencies of
Zachary Taylor, Millard Fillmore,
Franklin Pierce, and James Buchanan




A gallery of abolitionists and civil
rights activists of the mid-1800s:
William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Elijah P.
Lovejoy, and John Brown. IN-CLASS
ESSAY # 2.

HOMEWORK: Carefully read handout
and prepare 3 written questions
relating to the American Civil War.

Week 8

Thursday, October 22

The American Civil War, unit to be
introduced via REQUIRED
QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION
#1.

Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency — and
his long-term legacy. HOMEWORK:
Study for Quiz # 5.

Week 9

Thursday, October 29

QUIZ #5. An overview of the
Reconstruction era. The Andrew
Johnson and Ulysses S. Grant
Presidencies.

U.S. Presidential leadership from
1877 to 1897 (Presidents Rutherford
B. Hayes, James Garfield, Chester A.
Arthur, Grover Cleveland, Benjamin
Harrison, and Grover Cleveland “Take
Two”). IN-CLASS ESSAY # 3.
HOMEWORK: Carefully read handout
and prepare 3 written questions
relating to U.S. life (including both
social and technological changes)
from Reconstruction times through
the eve of World War 1.

Week 10

Thursday, November 5

U.S. life from Reconstruction times
through the eve of World War I, unit
to be covered via REQUIRED
QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION
#2.

The Presidencies of William McKinley
(including the Spanish-American
War), Teddy Roosevelt, and William
Howard Taft. IN-CLASS ESSAY # 4.

Week 11

Thursday, November 12

Woodrow Wilson'’s Presidency, the
U.S. involvement in World War I, the
tragic episode of the “Spanish flu.”

The “Roaring Twenties,” including the
Presidencies of Warren G. Harding




and Calvin Coolidge.

QUIZ # 6 (TAKE-HOME QUIZ) DUE.
Herbert Hoover’s Presidency, the
Great Depression, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal,” and the
U.S. experience in World War 11
(broad overview).

Week 12

Thursday, November 19

QUIZ # 7 (TAKE-HOME QUIZ) DUE.
From World War II through the Cold
War; the Presidencies of Harry S.
Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
John F. Kennedy. IN-CLASS ESSAY #
5.

U.S. society, politics, and international
involvements from the Vietnam War
through the present day. This session
will include a survey of Presidential
leadership of the past half-century:
Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon,
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill
Clinton, and George W. Bush. IN-
CLASS ESSAY # 6.

HOMEWORK: Begin preparing for
Post-Test, AND prepare Oral
Presentation.

Week 13

Thursday, November 26
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Week 14

Thursday, December 3

A gallery of famous immigrants, to be
covered via ORAL PRESENTATIONS
and followed up by IN-CLASS ESSAY
#7.

A gallery of famous Native Americans,
to be covered via ORAL
PRESENTATIONS and followed up by
IN-CLASS ESSAY # 8.

HOMEWORK: Study for Post-Test.

Week 15 (Exam
Week meeting)

Date TBA as soon as it is finalized by
CCSJ

POST-TEST.




Ireserve the right to change this schedule to meet the needs of the class.

Grading Scale:

Grade Points

A 100-93

A- 92-90

B+ 89-87

B 86-83

B- 82-80

C+ 79-77

C 76-73

C- 72-70

D+ 69-67

D 66-63

D- 62-60

F 59 and below

Responsibilities

Attending Class You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. We believe that

intellectual growth and success in higher education occur through
interaction in the classroom and laboratories. However, we do not want
to penalize students for participating in college-sponsored events. When
you miss class because of a college event, you must give notice of your
absence in advance, and you are responsible for all missed work. Being
absent doesn’t excuse you from doing class work; you have more
responsibilities to keep up and meet the objectives of this course.

History Support Area Attendance Policy: In the event that you must
miss class due to an official, CCS]-related commitment (for instance, an
athletic event in which you are playing), you are expected to provide at
least 48 hours’ advance notification via e-mail to your History
instructor(s). If a sudden, serious circumstance (personal illness or
family emergency) prevents you from attending class, you should make it
a high priority to notify your History instructor(s) as soon as possible.
You may make up work for a session that you missed due to legitimate
reasons, provided that you abide by your instructor’s rules governing
extensions (please see below, Turning In Your Work). Please keep in
mind that frequent absences from class will NOT be tolerated, and




absences due to trivial reasons will NOT be excused. A student who
misses more than 9 hours of class time, total, will receive a grade of FW
on his or her transcript.

Punctuality: Please make it a top priority to arrive on time to each class.
Repeatedly coming in late (especially if you are more than 5 or 10
minutes tardy) is disruptive, and it will prevent your earning the bonus
points for class participation.

Thank you for your attention to these important matters.

Turning In Your
Work

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not turn in all your work on the
day it is due.

Extensions on quizzes, tests, other written assignments, and oral
presentations will be granted ONLY in case of illness, family emergency,
or unavoidable conflicts due to other commitments you have for CCS]J.
Please remember that extensions are not granted automatically; you
must request them. THERE IS A LIMIT OF TWO EXTENSIONS PER
STUDENT PER SEMESTER, AND 7 DAYS IS THE MAXIMUM LENGTH
FOR AN EXTENSION.

P.S.: Students with documented disabilities who need alternative
testing or other arrangements WILL BE ACCOMMODATED.

Using Electronic
Devices

Please TURN OFF AND PUT AWAY all cell phones, pagers, etc. for the full
duration of each class. If there is an important reason why you must have
your phone or pager turned on (e.g. illness at home, work situation),
please speak to me about it before the class meets.

Classroom Decorum

Please be considerate and respectful at all times. Disruptive behavior
(such as interrupting, talking out of turn, exiting and re-entering the
room while class is in session, texting, or sleeping) will not be tolerated!
I reserve the right to ask a disruptive student to leave for the day and to
mark him or her absent for the day. Students who persist in disruptive
behavior will lose their right to earn points for class participation and
will, if necessary, be dropped from the course.

Participating in Class

See page 3 (Assessments).

Doing Your Own
Work

If you turn in work that is not your own, you are subject to judicial
review, and these procedures can be found in the College Catalog and the
Student Planner. The maximum penalty for any form of academic
dishonesty is dismissal from the College.

Using standard citation guidelines, such as MLA or APA format, to
document sources avoids plagiarism. The Library has reference copies of
each of these manuals, and there are brief checklists in your Student
Handbook and Planner.

PLEASE NOTE: All papers may be electronically checked for plagiarism.

Withdrawing from
Class

After the last day established for class changes has passed (see the
College calendar), you may withdraw from a course by following the
policy outlined in the CCS] Course Catalog.




Resources:

Student Success
Center:

The Student Success Center provides faculty tutors at all levels to help
you master specific subjects and develop effective learning skills. It is

open to all students at no charge. You can contact the Student Success
Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by the Library.

Disability Services:

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing
academic services in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) guidelines. If you believe that you need a “reasonable
accommodation” because of a disability, contact the Disability Services
Coordinator at 219-473-4349.

CCSJ Alerts:

Calumet College of St. Joseph’s emergency communications system will
tell you about emergencies, weather-related closings, or other incidents
via text, email, or voice messages. Please sign up for this important
service annually on the College’s website at:
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html.

In addition, you can check other media for important information, such as
school closings:

Internet: http://www.ccsj.edu

Radio: WAKE - 1500 AM, WGN - 720 AM, WIJE - 105.5 FM, WLS - 890
AM, WZVN - 107.1 FM, WBBM NEWS RADIO 78

TV Channels: 2,5,7,9, 32
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