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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
Term:  Fall 2015 (2015-1) 

Course: HUMS 110D, The Foundations of Western Culture 
 

Instructor Information: 
Instructor Name Anna Siebach-Larsen 

Office Number: Room 181 
Phone Number: 801.471.9310 (to be used in the case of emergencies) 
Email: alarsen@ccsj.edu (will ensure a quicker response) 
Hours Available: T / TR, 1.30-3.30; by appointment 
Instructor Background: I was born and raised mostly in the mountains of Utah, and moved to 
South Bend seven years ago to pursue a PhD in Medieval Studies at Notre Dame. I have a broad 
background in the humanities and an MA in comparative literature. I’m interested in literature, art 
history, and philosophy, and in my spare time I like to work in my garden and run. My dog, 
however, has other ideas. 
 
 

Course Information: 

Course Time: Tuesday / Thursday, 12-1.30 

Classroom: 271 
Prerequisites:   None 
Required Books 
and Materials: 
 

Buczinsky, Cassello, Pennanen, Robinson, and Rodriguez, The Foundations of 
Western Culture 
Additional readings on Blackboard or distributed in class 

Learning Outcomes/ Competencies: Students will 
• Know the periods in the history of Western Civilization and the names and works of 

representative writers, artists, philosophers, and religious teachers. 
• Understand the key intellectual, philosophical, artistic, and religious movements and 

concepts that have defined the humanities throughout the history of Western culture. 
• Actively read their humanities textbook and accmopanying humanistic texts. They will:  

o highlight and annotate, identifying main and subordinate ideas; 
o outline, distinguishing between main and subordinate units; 
o summarize, articulating both the main and subordinate units; 
o build a college-level vocabulary. 

• Learn how to do the humanities: study philosophy, read literature, do history, understand 
religious stories, and look at great works of art with greater sensitivity and insight. 

• Appreciate the humanities and the role they can play creating one’s self and understanding 
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God, nature, and society. 
• Know the cultural opportunities afforded by the Chicagoland area, including the Art 

Institute, the Lyric Opera, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and Chicagoland theaters. 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to the intellectual foundations of Western Civilization and the study 
of the humanities. It surveys the major ideas that dominate Western Civilization from the ancient to 
the modern world, providing students with an outline of major historical movements of thought and 
an encounter with some of the principal works of philosophy, religion, literature, arts, and history 
that form the Western intellectual tradition. It provides students with the concepts needed to succeed 
in the courses that make up the humanities portion of the general education core curriculum. 
Learning Strategies:  
This course will utilize 

• Brief lectures to provide a context for reading history, philosophy, and literature; looking at 
art and architecture, and listening to music; 

• Active learning classroom activities, outlined below; 
• Quizzes and tests to demonstrate mastery of basic knowledge; 
• Writing and speaking assignments (both individual and group) to demonstrate critical 

thinking, writing, and oral communication skills. 
Experiential Learning Opportunities:  
This is an active learning classroom that utilizes discussion and project-based learning. In addition, a 
field trip to the Chicago Art Institute is a key component of the course and is required to pass.  
Linked Classes:  
This class is linked with EWPC 103, English Composition, and RLST 110, Social Justice. 
 
 

  Assessments: 

Assignments: 8 Quizzes (10 points each; 80 points) 
3 Short Essays (15 points each; 45 points) 
5 Projects (12 points each; 60 points) 
9 Outline Assignments (10 points each; 90 
points) 
Final Paper, 40 points 
Final Exam, 50 points 

Total: 365 

Class Participation 5 points per day. Your participation grade 
includes your preparation for class.  Total: 
465 points 

Total: 100 

Signature 
Assignments  

This General Education class will help you 
prepare for CCSJ's Signature Assignments, 
a common written and oral assignment 
that students complete in Introduction to 
Social Justice as freshmen, Religious 
Studies as sophomores, and Philosophy as 
juniors. Signature Assignments are 
assessed for written communications, oral 
communications, and critical thinking. 
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You must meet required scores in 
Religious Studies to move ahead to 
Philosophy, and in Philosophy to 
complete your General Education 
program. 
 

 
Course Schedule: 

The schedule describes what we will be doing in class each day and what homework you will need to 
complete before the next class: thus, the homework listed on a Tuesday will need to be completed 

for Thursday’s class.  
 

Class Date Tuesday Thursday 
Week 1 
Sept. 1, 3 

Introductions 
Introduction to Syllabus 
Doing the Humanities 
Overview: The Good Life and Ideal 
Society 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, 
and outline Chapter 1 
Write one paragraph description of 
the good life according to you. 

Lecture: Ancient Greece and the 
Trojan War 
Project: Read Pericles’ Funeral 
Oration; list the elements of a good 
community 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
annotate The Iliad, selections from 
Book 11 
 

Week 2 
Sept. 8, 10 

Quiz 1: The Humanities; Ancient 
and Classical Greece 
Project: Draw Achilles’ Shield 
Discussion: Greek values and the 
good life 
Homework: Read How to Read 
Philosophy (57); Read, highlight, 
annotate Plato’s Allegory of the Cave 
and The Theory of Forms 

Discussion: The Allegory of the 
Cave; values and the Platonic form 
Discussion: competing values: 
community vs religion 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, and 
outline Chapter 2 

Week 3 
Sept. 15, 17 

Workshop on Active Reading 
Quiz 2: Rome 
Introduction to Roman culture 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
annotate Epictetus, Art of Living 

Discussion: Roman Stoicism 
 

Week 4 
Sept. 22, 24 

Short Essay 1 due: Roman 
Philosophy 
Discussion: Reading a religious text 
Read: Genesis 1-4 
Homework:  Highlight, annotate, 
and outline Chapter 3; Short Essay 1 
on Roman philosophy 

Due: Short Essay 1 
Quiz 3: Religions of the Book 
Read: Matthew 5, John 2.12-22 
Discussion: the fall from Utopia, 
responsibility and community 
Compare and contrast: Old 
Testament and New Testament values 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, and 
outline Chapter 4: The Christian 
Middle Ages; read How to 
Understand Architecture (p. 53) 
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Week 5 
Sept. 29, Oct. 1 

Quiz 4: The Middle Ages 
Discussion: Medieval art and 
architecture 
Project: Medieval maps, from books 
to cathedrals. How do our maps 
reflect our values? 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
annotate The Wanderer 

Discussion: Christian Stoicism; the 
natural world 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
annotate selections from Life of St 
Francis; read selected writings of St. 
Francis 

Week 6 
Oct, 6, 8 

Discussion: St Francis and our 
place in/responsibility toward the 
natural world. 
Homework: Short Essay 2 

LC Social (12-1.30) 
Short Essay 2 due at the beginning 
of the social. 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, and 
outline Chapter 5: The Renaissance 

Week 7 
Oct. 13, 15 

Quiz 5: The Renaissance 
Discussion: Renaissance art 
Homework: Read selected sonnets 
by Shakespeare and Vittoria Colonna 

Project: Sonnets 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
annotate Chapter 6; read selctions 
from Descartes and Bacon 

Week 8 
Oct. 20, 22 

Quiz 6: Early Modernity 
Discussion: Discussion of Cartesian 
skepticism and Baconian science 
Group Project: The Ambassadors 

Halloween Social (10-1) 

Week 9 
Oct. 27, 29 

Project: The Ambassadors 
Discussion: Baroque music 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, 
and outline Chapter 7; Read Kant, 
“What is Enlightenment” 

Quiz 7: Enlightenment and 
Romanticism 
Discussion: Introduction to 
Enlightenment; Classical music 
Homework: Read , highlight, and 
annotate selections from Shelley, 
Frankenstein; Wordsworth, Poems 

Week 10 
Nov. 3, 5 

Discussion: Romanticism and 
nature 
Romantic art and music 
Enlightenment or Romanticism? 
Homework: Highlight, annotate, 
and outline Chapter 8; Read How to 
Debate a Social Issue (p. 58) 

Quiz 8: The Industrial Age 
 Discussion: The Industrial Age, 
Victorianism, and bourgeois 
capitalism 
Homework: Read and highlight 
Marx, “Communist Manifesto”; Pope 
Leo’s response 

Week 11 
Nov. 10, 12 

Discussion: how to solve social 
justice issues in the Industrial Age 
Debate: Social justice in the 
Industrial Age 
Homework: Read Margaret Fuller’s 
“The Great Lawsuit” 

Discuss emergence of feminism, 
women as artists, and women’s 
changing experience in the nineteenth 
century 
Homework: Read, highlight, and 
outline Chapter 9. Read T. S. Eliot, 
“The Waste Land”; Virginia Woolf, 
“A Room of One’s Own” 

Week 12 
Nov. 17, 19 

Discussion: Modern literature and 
radical aesthetic experimentation 
Homework: Read Barowski, “This 

Final Essay Draft 1 due 
Art Institute Field Trip 
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Way to the Gas Ladies and 
Gentlemen”; excerpts from Arendt’s 
Eichmann in Jerusalem 

Week 13 
Nov. 24, 26 

Discussion: The great wars, the 
Holocaust, and their effects on 
culture 
Homework: Read Le Guin, “The 
Ones Who Walk Away from 
Omelas” 

No Class--Thanksgiving 

Week 14 
Dec. 1, 3 

Watch Blade Runner in class Final Essay Draft 2 Due 
Discuss Blade Runner 
Review 

Finals Week Final Essay Due 
Final Exam 

 

 
I reserve the right to change this schedule to meet the needs of the class. 
 

Responsibilities 
  
Attending Class 
 

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. This class follows 
the English Program attendance policy: if you miss nine class hours, 
whatever the reason for the absences – sports, illness, jury duty, and so on 
– you will automatically fail the course because at that point you cannot 
meet the course objectives. That means that IF YOU MISS SIX 
CLASSES, YOU FAIL THE COURSE. 
 
If you are more than 5 minutes late for class, you will be marked 
absent. 
 
You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. We believe that 
intellectual growth and success in higher education occur through 
interaction in the classroom and laboratories. However, we do not want 
to penalize students for participating in college-sponsored events. When 
you miss class because of a college event, you must give notice of your 
absence in advance, and you are responsible for all missed work. Being 
absent doesn’t excuse you from doing class work; you have more 
responsibilities to keep up and meet the objectives of this course.  

Turning In Your 
Work  

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not turn in all your work on the 
day it is due.  For full credit, turn in assignments AS HARD COPIES 
AT THE START OF CLASS on the day it is due. 

If you arrive late or are absent, your grade for the paper will be reduced by 
a full letter grade.  Papers more than 24 hours late will not be accepted 
unless you have made formal, written arrangements with the instructor via 
email prior to the next scheduled class session.  In other words, do not 
simply show up a week later with a late paper and expect it to be accepted: 
it will not be.  Final drafts will receive instructor comments and be graded 
using a standard rubric which rates students’ writing competence and 
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adherence to assignment specifications.   

Using Electronic 
Devices 

Electronic devices are not allowed in the classroom. If you use an 
electronic device, you may be asked to leave, in which case you will be 
marked absent. 

Participating in Class  You must be on time, stay for the whole class and speak up in a way that 
shows you have done the assigned reading. If you are not prepared for 
class discussion, you may be asked to leave, in which case you will be 
marked absent. You must have read and highlighted the reading for the 
day; if the assignments indicates, you must also outline and annotate the 
reading. 
Appropriate in class behavior entails: 

• No sleeping 
• No eating 
• No electronic devices 
• No conversing with neighbors (except during group work) 
• Raising your hand if you have a comment 
• No interrupting 

Doing Your Own 
Work  
 

If you turn in work that is not your own, you are subject to judicial 
review, and these procedures can be found in the College Catalog and the 
Student Planner. The maximum penalty for any form of academic 
dishonesty is dismissal from the College. 
 
Using standard citation guidelines, such as MLA or APA format, to 
document sources avoids plagiarism. The Library has reference copies of 
each of these manuals, and there are brief checklists in your Student 
Handbook and Planner.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All papers may be electronically checked for 
plagiarism.  

Methods of 
Communication 
 

Office Hours:  Students are encouraged to use office hours for assistance 
and clarification.  Office hours are an excellent forum to discuss 
individual questions which are not appropriate during class (a question 
about your particular thesis, a question about your attendance or grades, 
etc.).  Appointments are not necessary, but they help me to prepare for 
your visit and ensure that I will not be out of the office.  My office hours 
are specified on the first page of the syllabus. 

 
Email:  Email should be used as a means to communicate about absences 
and to ask other small but important questions (a question about the 
wording of your thesis statement, clarification about something written on 
the assignment sheet, etc.).  Email should not be used to acquire 
information or materials readily available from other more accessible 
sources (due dates " listed on the syllabus, handouts " available on 
Blackboard).  Lastly, email should not be used as a substitute for an office 
hours visit (e.g. Professor, can you read over my entire attached paper and 
tell me everything I need to “fix.”).  Lastly, do not expect an immediate 



7 
 

reply to an email message.  I generally respond to emails within 24-48 
hours with the exception of breaks/holidays when I may be unavailable 
until the next scheduled work day.      

 
Phone Calls:  Reserve phone calls for urgent communications.  For 
example, call if you have a flat tire and will be unable to make it to class or 
if you have been snowed in.  Phone calls are not an appropriate forum to 
discuss your writing (because I cannot read your paper over the phone).  

 
In all instances (office hours, email, phone), remember that 
communication with college instructors should always maintain standards 
of professionalism and formality.    

Withdrawing from 
Class 

 After the last day established for class changes has passed (see the 
College calendar), you may withdraw from a course by following the 
policy outlined in the CCSJ Course Catalog. Before beginning the 
withdrawal process, it is imperative that you speak with Academic 
Advising, Financial Aid, and, if applicable, Athletics. 
 
An official withdrawal is recorded as a “W” grade on the student’s 
transcript. Discontinuing a course without a written request for 
withdrawal automatically incurs an “FW” grade for the course. Failure to 
Withdraw (FW) is indicated when the student does not complete 
withdrawal paperwork with the OFfice of Academic Advising nor does 
the student notify the instructor of their intent to withdraw due to an 
illness, accident, grievous personal loss, or other circumstances beyond 
the student’s control. This grade is submitted by the instructor at the end 
of term. 

 
 

Resources 
Student Success 
Center: 
 

The Student Success Center provides faculty tutors at all levels to help you 
master specific subjects and develop effective learning skills. It is open to 
all students at no charge. You can contact the Student Success Center at 
219 473-4287 or stop by the Library. 

Disability Services: 
 

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing 
academic services in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) guidelines. If you believe that you need a “reasonable 
accommodation” because of a disability, contact the Disability Services 
Coordinator at 219-473-4349. Disabilities include physical, psychological, 
and/or mental conditions, as determined reasonable by the Disability 
Services Coordinator.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the 
Academic Support Programs Office to request an accommodation at least 
one month prior to enrollment for each academic term. 

  
CCSJ Alerts: 
 

The CCSJ emergency communications system will tell you about 
emergencies, weather-related closings, or other incidents via text, email, or 



8 
 

voice messages. Please sign up for this important service annually on the 
College’s website at: http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html. 
 
In addition, you can check other media for important information, such as 
school closings:  
 
Internet:   http://www.ccsj.edu 
Radio: WAKE – 1500 AM, WGN – 720 AM, WIJE – 105.5 FM, WLS – 
890 AM, WZVN – 107.1 FM, WBBM NEWS RADIO 78 
TV Channels:  2, 5, 7, 9, 32 

 
Documentation and Formatting:  

• All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled if more than one page. It must 
have one-inch margins and 12-point Times New Roman font. 

• All assignments are due in hard copy at the beginning of class. 
• CCSJ adhere to citation guidelines such as MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual of Style. You 

can find these guidelines at the library, bookstore, or student success center. This course will 
use MLA documentation style. 

• Your assignments must be formatted as follows: 
 

In the upper, left-hand corner on the first page of any typed assignment, please include 
your name, my name, the class + section number, the assignment title, and the date, like this:   

 
 Joe Student   " your name 

 Ms. Siebach-Larsen   " instructor’s name (spelled correctly) 

ENGL 096E   " course number (very important because your instructor teaches many) 

 Summary #1 Final Draft "the name of the assignment 

 26 October 2015 " the date written in this format: day month year (no commas) 

Please review the sample paper in MLA Format posted on Blackboard and use it as a model.   
 
For additional information about MLA documentation style and formatting 
requirements, visit the following sites:  
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/   
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c08_o.html 
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