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COURSE SYLLABUS 
Public Safety Environment and Organization 

 
Term:  Fall 2015; 29 October-10 December 15 (Group 38) 
 
Course #:     PSM 307 Group 38 
Instructor:   John Chojnacki      AM               
Phone #:      312 543 8214 
E-mail:  jchojnacki@ccsj.edu  
Hours (Available):  By appointment or one hour before class 
Instructor:  Matthew Lipman    PM 
Office Room #:   
Phone #: 773-294-8264 
E-mail:   
Hours: By appointment or one hour before class   
 
 
Instructor Background: John Chojnacki was a thirty-one year member of the Chicago Police Department with 
assignments in Patrol, Gang Crimes, Public Housing and the Detective Divisions. He was detailed from Area 4 as the 
commanding officer of the investigative development group for the Detective Division where he was the Division 
Training Coordinator. He was the Chief Military Liaison for security affairs at the US Embassy-Poland.  He was a 
Director with the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority for seven years. He has over thirty years experience 
with criminal justice education. He holds BA and MS degrees from Lewis University. He is a graduate of 
Northwestern University’s Center for Public Safety School of Police Staff and Command. He is a graduate of the 
USAF Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College. 
 
Matthew Lipman has been a member of the Chicago Police Department for the past 20 years and is currently 
assigned as a Sergeant in the Bureau of Detectives, Office of the Chief.  He has also held various other positions 
including: district patrol, rapid response, patrol/detective mission team, tactical, Area 5 detective, Crime analysis 
detective, 006th District Gang tactical sergeant, Academy In-Service sergeant (Law Review and TARA).   He holds a 
Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree from Loyola University in Philosophy and a Masters of Science degree in Threat and 
Response Management from the University of Chicago.   
   
 
 
Course Time/Classroom # (or TBD):  Thursdays @ 9:00am to12:30pm/  IIT Campus, 10 W. 35th Street (AM) 
and 
6:00 to 9:30 PM / Police Education and Training Center (PM) 
                                                                 
Course Description: The course will explore the various organizations involved in the provision of public safety 
services, such as police and fire agencies, private security firms, and emergency management providers. Emphasis 
will be placed on the challenges from terrorism and natural disasters and response strategies and decision making 
related to public safety and organizational and security strategies for today’s diverse society. 
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Prerequisites:  None 
 
Learning Outcomes/ Competencies: Students in this course will: 

• Examine the various forms of government’s effect on public safety responses 
• Compare the traditional policing and public safety approaches 
• Formulate an understanding of the influences of public safety administrations 

 
 
Textbooks: Identifying and Exploring Security Essentials by Mary Clifford, published by Pearson Prentice Hall, ISBN 
#0-13-112620-2. 
 
 
Learning Strategies:  (Blackboard, Technology, Experiential learning, Service Learning, Group Discussions, Team 
Projects, Collaborative Learning, Lecturing…etc.) 
 
Experiential Learning:  Based upon each student’s individual experience  relating to common experience as can be 
shared with the class as opposed to other methods of acquiring knowledge 
 
 
 
 
Assessment: 
Exams (Midterm, Final, Quizzes)               40% of grade 
Class participation/collaboration/attendance/assignments            30% of grade 
Class presentation and assessment instruments            30% of grade 
 
Class Policy for Assignments: Students will be given ample time to work on their assignments. All assignments 
are to be turned in at the beginning of the class period on the day that they are due. Students should be aware that 
late assignments will be accepted, and that they will be reduced by one letter grade, unless previous arrangements 
were made and agreed upon between the instructor and the students. 
 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
 

Grade Points 
A 100-92 
A- 91-90 
B+ 89-88 
B 87-82 
B- 81-80 
C+ 79-78 
C 77-72 
C- 71-70 
D+ 69-68 
D 67-62 
D- 61-60 
F 59 and below 
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Class Policy on Attendance: 
  Intellectual growth and success in college is reinforced through interaction in the classroom.  Students reach 
personal goals and course outcomes through regular and prompt attendance.  The Organization Management’s 
accelerated classes are intense and rigorous and demand student presence and participation.]  Therefore, if a 
student is absent “twice (2) times” the student will be subjected to a grade of F or FW per policy stated under the 
Withdrawal from Classes section on this syllabus 
 
 
Class Policy on Electronic Devices: (optional)  (Cell phones, Beeper, Pagers…etc.) All cell phones, 
beepers/pagers or other electronic devices should all be turned off or set to silent mode prior to entering the 
classroom. 
 
 
 
Class Participation:  Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss information listed in the outline. 
Students will be given ample time to work on their assignments. All assignments are to be turned in at the beginning 
of the class period on the day that they are due. Students should be aware that late assignments will be accepted, 
and that they will be reduced by one letter grade, unless previous arrangements were made and agreed upon 
between the instructor and the students. 
 
 
Course Outline:  
       

Class Dates:  Topics/Assignments: 
Thursday 29 October 2015 
 

Be prepared to discuss Section I – Reviewing The 
Basics…Chapters 1 thru 4 

 
Thursday 5 November 2015 
 
 

Be prepared to continue to discuss Section 
Reviewing the Basics…Chapters 1 through 

4…presentations topics begin 
Thursday 12 November 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

Be prepared to discuss Section II – Internal 
Resources and Integration: Identifying Resources 
From Within:…Chapters 5 and 9…A mid-term 
examination on the materials in Chapters 1 
through 9 may take place end of the next 
session…presentations continue 

Thursday 19 November  2015 
 
 
 

Be prepared to continue to discuss …Chapters 5 
through 9…presentations continue 

Thursday 3 December 2015 
  
 
 
Thursday 10 December  2015 

Be prepared to discuss Section III – Exploring 
Essential External Connections…Chapters 10 
through 14. 
 
A final examination will take place at the end of this 
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session…presentations conclude 
 

Student Success Center: 
The Student Success Center supports Calumet College of St. Joseph students through an interactive learning 
experience.  Students work with tutors to develop course competencies and study skills such as time management, 
test preparation, and note taking.  In addition, students are provided with tutoring support to help pass courses, to 
improve grade point average, and to promote continuing education and career advancement.  Tutors have a specific 
charge: to help students learn how to master specific subject matter and to develop effective learning skills.  The 
Student Success Center is open to all students at Calumet College of St. Joseph at no charge and is available to 
support academic courses at the introductory and advanced levels. For assistance, please contact the Student 
Success Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by room 413. 
The Supplemental Instruction (SI) Program is an academic support program designed to increase student 
performance and retention.  The SI Program provides peer-assisted study sessions to aid students in academic 
courses that often prove challenging.  Weekly study sessions are led by a supplemental instructor, a “peer facilitator” 
who helps students master course content and practice effective study skills.  In SI sessions, students are provided 
with an opportunity to review lecture notes, clarify difficult concepts, discuss ideas, and study for tests in group 
settings.  SI sessions are for students who need or want supplemental instruction in courses in which SI support is 
provided.  Students may attend as many sessions as they deem helpful.  For more information regarding the SI 
Program, contact the Academic Support Programs Office at 219 473-4352.    
 
Statement of Plagiarism: 
If an instructor or other Calumet College of St. Joseph personnel find that a student has plagiarized or been involved 
in another form of academic dishonesty, the instructor or other personnel may elect to bring the matter up for judicial 
review. The maximum penalty for any form of academic dishonesty is dismissal from the College. The procedures for 
judicial review are listed under the section of CCSJ handbook that addresses student grievances.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All papers can and may be submitted for checks on plagiarism from the Internet/Electronic 
sources/Databases. 
 
Citation Guidelines: 
Calumet College of St. Joseph uses citation guidelines, generally MLA or APA format, to document sources quoted 
or paraphrased in student papers. Check the syllabus for each course to see what each instructor requires. The 
Library has reference copies of each manual; the Bookstore has copies for sale when required by the instructor. In 
addition, there are brief MLA and APA checklists in your spiral “Student Handbook and Planner” and on the Library 
website and literature rack. These texts show how to cite references from many sources, including electronic media, 
as well as how to space and indent the “Works Cited” and “References” pages respectively. EBSCO and ProQuest 
articles provide both formats for you to copy and paste. Proper documentation avoids plagiarism. 
 
Withdrawal from Classes Policy:  
After the last day established for class changes has passed (see College calendar), students may withdraw from a 
course in which they are registered and wish to discontinue. A written request detailing the reason(s) for the 
withdrawal must be completed with the Office of Academic Advising and filed with the Registrar. The Office of 
Academic Advising must receive written request for withdrawal by the last day of classes prior to the final 
examination dates specified in the catalogue. Written requests should be submitted in person or, when an in-person 
visit is not possible, may be mailed to the Office of Academic Advising, emailed, or faxed to 219-473-4336. Students 
are to make note of the refund schedule when withdrawing from courses. If the request requires instructor approval 
per the College calendar, it must be forwarded to the faculty member, who makes the final determination to accept or 
deny the request.  
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If the request is honored by the faculty member, the student will receive notification of official withdrawal from the 
Registrar after meeting or speaking with a member from Academic Advising, Financial Aid and Athletics (if 
applicable). These departments will notify the student of academic, financial, and athletic eligibility effects of a 
possible withdrawal. 
 
If the request is denied by the faculty member, the notification will indicate why the withdrawal is disallowed. Please 
note that if the request does not require instructor approval, the student must still meet or speak with a member from 
Academic Advising, Financial Aid and Athletics (if applicable) before the withdrawal will be processed. 
 
An official withdrawal is recorded as a "W" grade on the student's transcript. Discontinuing a course without a written 
request for withdrawal automatically incurs an "FW" grade for the course (see Refund Schedule). Failure to Withdraw 
(FW) is indicated when the student does not complete withdrawal paperwork with the Office of Academic Advising 
nor does the student notify the instructor of their intent to withdraw due to an illness, accident, grievous personal loss, 
or other circumstances beyond the student’s control.  This grade is submitted by the instructor at the end of term. 
 
Disability Services: 
Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing academic services in accordance with 
Americans Disability Act (ADA) guidelines.  Students must meet with the Coordinator of Disability Services to 
complete an intake form in order to request an accommodation and/or an auxiliary aid (e.g., additional time for tests, 
note taking assistance, special testing arrangements, etc.).  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Academic 
Support Programs Office to request an accommodation at least one month prior to enrollment for each academic 
term.  Students who are requesting an accommodation and/or an auxiliary aid must submit documentation from a 
professional health care provider to verify eligibility under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and/or the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  The cost of obtaining the professional verification is the responsibility of the 
student.   
If a student believes that he or she needs a “reasonable accommodation” of some kind because of a physical, 
psychological, or mental condition, he or she should contact Disabilities Services.  The Coordinator will secure 
documentation pertinent to the disability and work with faculty and staff, if necessary, to address the matter.  All 
questions and inquiries pertaining to disability services should be directed to the Disability Services Coordinator at 
219-473-4349. 

CCSJ Alert: 
Calumet College of St. Joseph utilizes an emergency communications system that transmits messages via text, 
email, and voice platforms.  In the event of an emergency, of weather related closings, or of other incidents, those 
students who are registered for the system shall receive incident specific message(s) notifying them of the situation.  
Please sign-up for this important service at any time on the College’s website.  Alternatively, you can register at the 
time you register for classes.  This service requires each user to register once per academic year. Therefore, at the 
beginning of each academic year, please remember to re-register for the system.  This can be done at: 
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html. 
 
 
 
 
School Closing Information:  
 
 

CCSJ Alerts: An emergency communications system that transmits messages via text, email, 
and voice platforms. Please sign-up for this important service at any time on the 
College’s website.  This can be done at: http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html. 

 
 

http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html
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 Internet:             http://www.ccsj.edu 
  

http://www.EmergencyClosings.com 
Facility: Calumet College of St. Joseph 

Phone: 219.473.4770 
 
 Radio: 

WAKE – 1500 AM 
WGN  - 720 AM 

WIJE – 105.5 FM 
WLS – 890 AM 

WZVN – 107.1 FM 
WBBM NEWS RADIO 78 

 
 TV Channels:  

2, 5, 7, 9, 32 

http://www.ccsj.edu

