COURSE SYLLABUS

Term: FALL 2015 (2015-1)

Course: RLST 110H—Social Justice

Instructor Information:

Instructor Name

Dr. Kevin Considine

Office Number:

512

Phone Number:

219-473-4353

Email:

kconsidine@ccsj.edu

Hours Available:

MW--3:30 to 4:30
TTH—12:30 to 4:30
F—10am to 2pm
Or, by appointment

Instructor Background: Ph.D. Theology, Loyola University Chicago; M.A. Theology, Catholic Theological
Union; B.A. English, Vanderbilt University

Course Information:

Course Time:

Monday/Wednesday, 12pm to 1:30pm

Classroom: TBD

Prerequisites: None

Required Pope Francis—Laudato si (you should have received this already)
Books and

Materials: Readings online on Blackboard:

1.) Leonard Pitts (various op-ed columns on prison, racism, systemic inequality)
2.) Paulo Freire-- Pedagogy of the Oppressed (Excerpt on Consciousness Raising
3.) Adam Davis--“What we don’t talk about when we don't talk about service”

4.) ) Website of assigned advocacy agency: NWIQLC, ONE, LIFT, CCFH, GWTP, CASA,
TWO, Team Englewood
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5.) Kretzman and McKnight--“Building Communities from the Inside Out” Rachel
6.) Naomi Remen--"Helping, Fixing, Serving”

7.) Martin Luther King--"Letter from Birmingham City Jail”

8.) Malcolm X-- " With Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer”

9.) Kim Chi Ha--"Declaration of Conscience”

» o«

10.) Cesar Chavez (short essays)--“No More Cathedrals”, “Creative Nonviolence”, “Plan of
Delano”, Penitential Procession

11.) Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium nos. 52-60.
12.) Gospel of John 7:53—8:11 OR Luke 4:14—4:21
13.) Dorothy Day (short Essays)-- “Michael Martin, Porter” and “Letter to the Unemployed”,

“A Lifetime Job”, “Aims and Purposes”, “Love is the Measure”, “Scandal of the Works
of Mercy”, “Poverty and Precarity”, “Holy Fools”.

Learning Outcomes/ Competencies:
Learning Outcomes/ Competencies:
(Students in this course will be able)
1. To explain various concepts of justice;
2. To analyze current social justice issues;
3. To explain your role as an individual within a variety of communities;
4. To demonstrate familiarity with the hundred twenty year social teaching of
Catholics and other persons of faith;
5. To help your community through a service project;
6. To explain the impact of your service on your community and yourself.

Course Description:

In this course, students will explore and analyze social justice issues, and then suggest positive action for social
change. The foundation is experiential service-learning in dialogue with Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching, and great
thinkers of the twentieth century who engage religion and social justice. College-level skills are emphasized. The
Signature oral exam and writing assignment are requirements of this course. This course must be taken in the
student's first semester at the College.

Learning Strategies:
Blackboard, Technology Experiential learning, Service Learning, Group Discussions, Team Projects, Collaborative
Learning, Lecturing, Reading, conversation, journal writing, committee meetings, research reports, paper writing.

Experiential Learning Opportunities:
The heart of this course is four experiential learning projects. These will lay the foundation for your proposal for an
“action for social justice” project to take place in your own community

Linked Classes: HUM 112H (Prof Buczinsky) and EWPC 106H (Prof. Young)




Assessments:

Major Full participation in the Four Experiential Learning Activites 100 pts (25 pts each)
Assignments: | Exams (Oral Exam, Written Exam, Quizzes) 125 pts (60/25/40)
Ten Journal Assignments 115pts
Three Reflection Papers 100 pts (30 pts each®)
Project Proposal 50 pts
Final Paper 75 pts
Total 565 pts
GRADING Grade Percentage
SCALE
A 100-92
A- 91-90
B+ 89-88
B 87-82
B- 81-80
C+ 79-78
C 77-72
C- 71-70
D+ 69-68
D 67-62
D- 61-60
F 59 and below
Class TBA
Participation
Signature This General Education class will help you prepare for CCSJ's Signature
Assignments | Assignments, a common written and oral assignment that students complete in

Introduction to Social Justice as freshmen, Religious Studies as sophomores,
and Philosophy as juniors. Signature Assignments are assessed for written
communications, oral communications, and critical thinking. You must meet
required scores in Religious Studies to move ahead to Philosophy, and in
Philosophy to complete your General Education program.




Course Schedule:

Class Date

August 31

WHAT IS SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ACTION?

What is “Social’ about Justice? What is a Social Injustice?
Social Norms and Examples of Justice

ICT: Introductions; Classroom Norms; Syllabus; “The Dark Knight” and “Dogma” clips;

Four Methods for Social Change. Take pre-test.

OOCT: 1.) Read: Pitts articles on a) Systemic Inequity and b)
“Appropriateness for Prison”

Sept 2nd

What is “Social’ about Justice? Cycle of Poverty and Wealth

ICT: Systemic Inequity; Malcolm X’s Cycle of Poverty and Wealth;
Spheres of Influence; Four Methods for Social Change

OOCT: Read: Kretzman and McKnight—‘Building Communities from the Inside Out”

Journal (SOSI): Write about a time when you were treated
unfairly, or when you witnessed someone else being treated
unfairly. Use details and conversation: bring the reader into the
experience as if you were writing a novel or a screenplay for a
movie. Conclude with a reflection on the experience: why was
this treatment unfair? Who was the: target, perpetrator,
bystander, and ally? How was this situation connected to the
larger culture or society in which we live? Was there a social
norm involved (think of the critique of The Joker)? If you could go
back to that situation, would you do anything differently?

Sept 7th

LABOR DAY—No Class

Sept 9th

Method One: Community Organizing and Mapping Systemic Inequity:

ICT: Analyze “Building Communities from the Inside Out”

Mapping Prep
Group work to create research tools for ABCD. **Submit

your tool by the end of class (interviews, field notes, artifacts,
research, profile)

OOCT: Fine tune Research Tool and prepare for Mapping Activity

Journal 2: Summarize Cycle of Poverty and wealth and what you
learned from the Spheres of Influence Map. Explain how these help you




understand how you affect and are affected by your context. Then, choose two songs
from website. How do these songs describe, criticize, or offer a solution to the
question of free will and social structure.. Support your idea with a quote from the
lyrics to each song. Be creative.

Sept 14th

Community Mapping Activity!!
Meet: 119t and White Oak (Pie-Eyed Café)
Bring your research tools. Wear good walking shoes.

ICT: Gathering Data about Whiting: Interviewing, Observation Notes and Pictures,
Artifacts, Research

OOCT Re-Read: Kretzmann & McKnight—"Building Communities from the
Inside Out’

Sept 16th

Reflection: Social Justice and Community Mapping

ICT: Create map. Describe assets, deficiencies, stakeholders, observations.
Plus/Delta. Analyze K&M article.

Read: Laudato si (excerpts TBD)
Journal 3: Define “Systemic Inequity” and “human dignity” From the map we created
in class, name one systemic inequity in the community of Whiting. Explain and justify

your perspective.

**Reflection Paper on Mapping Activity (due 09/23)

Sept 21st

Combined Class—Integral Ecology

Journal 4: Define “Integral Ecology”. More information to follow

Sept 23rd

Study Skills: Test Prep Workshop

Read: Adam Davis--“What we don’t talk about when we don'’t talk
about service”

Sept 28th

Method Two: Direct Service: Work, Sweat, and Grime
Direct Service—2 L’il Fishes (All day)
**Reflection Paper on Direct Service Activity (due 10/5)

ICT: Is Service Good? Is it Simple? Analyze Davis article.




OOCT: Re-Read: Adam Davis--“What we don’t talk about when we don't talk
about service”

Sept 30th

Professor Buczinsky Combined Class

Oct 5th

Method Three: Consciousness Raising: Art, Free Minds, and Soul Force

ICT: What is “Consciousness Raising”? Freire article. What is difference between the
newspaper and performing arts, i.e. Slam Poetry, Theater, Music (Hip Hop, Rock,
Country, Jazz, Folk)

OOCT: Read: Introduction to Theater of the Oppressed: Forum Theater

Journal 5: Consciousness Raising, Newspaper, and Performing
Arts. Define “consciousness raising” and “critical
consciousness”? Then, answer: Is there a difference between
reading about an injustice in the newspaper and seeing it in a
piece of performance art (song, play, slam poetry, etc.)? If so,
what is it and why are they different? If not, why attend to
newspaper and arts? What is the point of each? Explain.

Oct 7th

LC Social

OOCT: Read: Excerpt from Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Oct 12th

Method Three: Consciousness Raising: Art, Free Minds, and Soul Force

ICT: What is “Consciousness Raising”? Freire article. What is difference between the
newspaper and performing arts, i.e. Slam Poetry, Theater, Music (Hip Hop, Rock,
Country, Jazz, Folk)

OOCT: Read: Introduction to Theater of the Oppressed: Forum Theater

Journal 5: Consciousness Raising, Newspaper, and Performing
Arts. Define “consciousness raising” and “critical
consciousness”? Then, answer: Is there a difference between
reading about an injustice in the newspaper and seeing it in a
piece of performance art (song, play, slam poetry, etc.)? If so,
what is it and why are they different? If not, why attend to
newspaper and arts? What is the point of each? Explain.

Oct 14th

Consciousness Raising: Art, Free Minds, and Soul Force

ICT: Whatis “Consciousness Raising”? Discuss TOTO and Forum Theater.
Deliberate on SOSI and rehearse performance




OOCT: Prepare for Theater of the Oppressed

Read: Excerpt from Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Oct 19th

Theater of the Oppressed (Forum theater)
Location TBA: Bring your Scripts, Props, etc.

ICT: Theater of the Oppressed Activity: Forum Theater

OOCT: 1. **Reflection Paper on Theater Activity (10/28)

OOCT/ICT: Read website of assigned advocacy agency: NWIQLC, ONE,
LIFT, CCFH, GWTP, CASA, TWO, Team Englewood, Curt’s
Café, CASA, Casa Central,

Oct 21st

Method Four: Advocacy: Sharp Elbows and Smart Tongues

ICT: Visit to USW 7-1 in Whiting. Background on the strike earlier in the year.
What is solidarity with the powerless? Social Capital and Gatekeeping? Speaking
with or speaking for marginalized?

O0CT

Journal 6: What is advocacy? What is its goal? How does the organization engage
in advocacy and what is its theory for change? What does a community do to protect
its rights, dignity, and survival when all institutions (and the government) fails them?

**Fri, Oct 23rd

PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE!!! NO LATER THAN 5PM

Oct 26th Project Proposals and Deliberation
ICT: Discuss Proposals, Gallery Walk, Debate, Democratic Deliberation
Oct 28th
LC Social
Nov 2nd Project Planning

ICT: Divide into Committees, Committee Planning, Deadlines and Action
Plan, Progress Reports

OOCT: What does a community do to protect its rights, dignity, and survival when all
institutions (and the government) fails them?




Read: Malcolm X—"With Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer”
Watch: MLK video clip

Nov 4th

Violence and Nonviolence
ICT: What is Violence and Nonviolence? Do each have a role to play in
positive social change?

OOCT: 1. Read: MLK—"Letter from B’ham City Jail’
Watch: Malcolm X video clip

Journal 7: Define “Violence,” “Self-Defense,” “Non-resistance,” and “Nonviolence.”
Which do you find the most practical? The most ethical? Are they the same? Why
or why not? Explain and use citations from MLK and Malcolm X.

Nov 9th

Violence and Nonviolence

ICT: What is Violence and Nonviolence? Do each have a role to play in
positive social change?

OOCT Re-Read/ Review: Malcolm X—"With Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer”
MLK—“Letter from B’ham City Jail

Journal 8: Hadith 34: “/ heard the Messenger of Allah (saw)
say, “Whoso- ever of you sees an evil, let him change it with his
hand; and if he is not able to do so, then [let him change it] with
his tongue; and if he is not able to do so, then with his heart —
and that is the weakest of faith.” In your own words, what does
this mean?

Nov 11th

Dorothy Day |
ICT: Religion and Social Justice Analysis and Discussion

OOCT: Read Dorothy day essays (depending upon your group): : “Michael Martin,
Porter” “Letter to the Unemployed”, “A Lifetime Job”, “Scandal of the Works of Mercy”,
“Poverty and Precarity”, “Holy Fools”.

Journal 9: Dorothy Day writes: “...I think with grief that it is the

fault of those professing Christians who repelled others from
Christianity. The people turned first from Christ crucified because
He was a poor worker, buffeted and spat upon and beaten. And
now—strange thought—the people turn from Him because those
who profess Him are clothed in soft raiment and sit at well-spread
fables and deny the poor.” In your own words, what is she saying
and what does this have to do with human dignity and social
justice?




Nov 16th

Dorothy Day Il
ICT: Project planning, Dorothy Day discussion and writing assignment.
OOCT: 1. Dorothy Day Take Home Quiz
Journal 10: “Love is one of the pivotal points of the Christian faith. But there is
another called justice. And justice is love in calculation. Justice is love correcting that

which revolts against love” (MLK, “Address to the MIA Mass Meeting”) In your own
words, what is this saying? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

Nov 18th
Art Institute Field Trip

Nov 23rd

Project Planning
Nov. 25th

Carry Out Project
Nov. 26th

Thanksgiving

Nov. 30th

Review Session and Exam Prep

Dec 2nd to Dec
10th

Oral Examinations and Final Paper

I reserve the right to change this schedule to meet the needs of the class.




Assignments: Detailed Guidelines

1. ACTION FOR JUSTICE PROJECT

The core of this class is a justice project. Therefore, you as a class will be planning, carrying out, and
reflecting upon a project in one of four areas: direct service, community organizing, advocacy, or
consciousness-raising. The project must be justice-oriented, focused upon the cycle of poverty/wealth, and
carried out in April. You as a class will be in charge of the project: proposing ideas, voting on them,
planning the project, carrying it out, and reflecting upon it. After the completion of the project, your final
paper will be an in-depth analysis and reflection upon it. The final project may not always be a complete
success. Your grade is not based upon the final success of the project, but rather the appropriate design,
implementation, and reflection/evaluation upon it.

PROJECT PROPOSAL GUIDELINES (DUE 10/23)

Part One: Logistics (Write at least one coherent paragraph)
1.) What is the name of your project?

2.) What is the project? What will the class be doing?

3.) Where and when will this occur? Who will our community partner be? Who is the contact person
there?

4.) What is the goal of the project? In other words, what's the point of doing this?

Part Two: Philosophical Foundations (This MUST be written as one to three coherent paragraphs)

1.) Within the cycle of poverty and wealth, what is this project’s target? OR, what specific social
injustice are you addressing?

2.) What category of project are you proposing (community organizing, direct service, advocacy,
or consciousness raising)? Why?

3.) According to Laudato si, how is this project promoting humam dignity and ecological integrity?
You MUST quote the text to support your claim.

4.) What is social justice? This is YOUR informed definition.

5.) How is the project oriented towards social justice? In other words, how is this not just charity
work but rather work that also is working towards justice, dignity, and ecological integrity in our
larger society?

PIECES: 1.) Project Proposal; 2.) Committee Work; 3.) Participation; 4) Written Reflection; 5) Self and Peer
Assessment; 6) Final Essay
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FINAL PAPER

This is a critical reflection upon the class project. The paper should be 3-4 pages (5-6 well thought out,
coherent, paragraphs), double spaced, using either 10 or 12 pt. font. You must use sources from class
readings and you must cite them.

1)

2)

3)

1.

Discuss the planning and implementation of the project. What did you do? How did you do it? Why did we
choose this project? What went well and what didn’t go well?

What method or methods of social change did we use to carry out this project? Define them and explain how
the project illustrated these methods. What are the strengths and weaknesses of this method and were these
observable in carrying out our project? What is “integral ecology” and was there a connection between this and
the proect? Be sure to explain clearly and use citations from Laudato si to support your position

Articulate your own definition of social justice, HOWEVER, your definition must be supported by textual
evidence from the writings of one figure studied in class (MLK, Malcolm X, Dorothy Day, Kim Chi-Ha, etc.) You
must use their work to explain and defend your definition. And you must cite quotes and references
appropriately. Example: (King, “Letter from Birmingham City Jail” 298). IN ADDITION, you must provide a
definition of the term “ecological integrity” and how it connects to your understanding of social justice. Also, you
MUST reference Laudato si.

Use this definition to reflect upon the project: Was it really oriented towards justice? If so, how? If not, why? Be
honest. You MUST make an argument and persuade me that your definition is sound and that the project either
did or did not promote social justice.

Oral Exam—Delivery Guidelines (rubric forthcoming)

Experiential Learning Reflections

You must write all four papers. Each should be a 2-3 page reflection paper that fully and
thoughtfully responds to the guidelines. Each paper must be put together as a coherent, logical
essay.

1.) Community Organizing/Mapping Reflection (DUE: 09/23)

a. EXPERIENCE: Describe your experience walking around and using your tool. What did
you do? What data did you gather? What was your tool and was it effective in finding
out information about Whiting?

b. ABCD: Explain what Kretzman and McKnight mean by “building a community from the
inside out” and “asset-based community development.” Cite the article.

c. COMMUNITY: What is a community? What does it mean that you did the activity using
as “asset-based” approach rather than a “deficiency-based” approach? How does this
help us understand a community? What are two of the major assets and deficiencies in
Whiting?

d. ANALYSIS: In light of the assets and deficiencies, what is one social injustice in the
Whiting community? What is its cause? What assets can be mobilized to address this
injustice?
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e.

REFLECTION: Why does any of this matter? Why should anyone care about social justice
in whiting or any other community? What is the benefit, if any, of doing this activity?
Explain.

2.) Service Reflection (DUE: 10/8)

a.

EXPERIENCE: Describe your experience of community service. Use details and
conversation: bring the reader into the experience as if you were writing a novel or a
screenplay for a movie.

REFLECTION: What went well? What could be improved? What thoughts did you have
and what emotions did you feel? Was there a gap of inferiority/superiority? If you
could go back to that situation of service, would you do anything differently? Why or
why not?

ANALYSIS: Explain what Adam Davis means by the phrase “Service Is Not Simple” (SINS)
and cite/quote the article. In light of SINS, was the service situation good (SIG) and was
it simple (SINS)?

SOCIAL JUSTICE: Define the terms “social justice” and “social injustice” as you
understand them right now. What is an example of a social injustice?

CONCLUSION: Does direct service lead to social justice? If so, what is the connection
and how does it work? If not, why? Explain your position.

3.) Consciousness Raising (DUE: 10/19)

a.

EXPERIENCE: Describe your experience planning, rehearsing, and performing the play.
What was the story and why did your group decide on this story? What did you do?
Was your role the target, perpetrator, ally, or bystander? Did your role bring up any
unexpected thoughts or emotions as you planned, rehearsed, and performed the play?
Did anything surprise you about the story when you performed it?

REFLECTION: How did the “Spect-Actors” in the audience engage with your play? Did
the changes in the play make the situation more just? Also, how did you as a “Spect-
Actor” engage with another group’s play? Did changes in their play make the situation
more just or unjust? How?

ANALYSIS: According to Freire, What is “consciousness raising”? In your opinion, why do
people engage in consciousness raisingactivities? In light of your experience, is “Theater
of the Oppressed” effective in the work of Consciousness Raising? Why or Why not?
SOCIAL JUSTICE: Define the terms “social justice” and “social injustice” as you
understand them right now. What is an example of a social injustice?

CONCLUSION: Why does any of this matter? Why should anyone care about social
justice in any community? Why do people usually not care about social injustice or not
want to see it? What is the benefit, if any, of doing this activity? Explain.

4.) Violence/Nonviolence/Advocacy Reflection

a.

TBD

IV. JOURNALS AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

You have 10 journal entries. Each one should be at least one paragraph and must develop a coherent
thought. The kind of reflection depends on the prompt. Your grade will reflect your effort (or lack thereof)
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V. QUIZZES.

There will be several quizzes, some announced and some unannounced. They will cover class readings. BE

PREPARED.

VI. FINAL EXAMS

The written exam will be posted in Blackboard in the last 2 weeks of class.

Responsibilities

Attending Class

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. We believe that
intellectual growth and success in higher education occur through
interaction in the classroom and laboratories. However, we do not want to
penalize students for participating in college-sponsored events. When you
miss class because of a college event, you must give notice of your absence
in advance, and you are responsible for all missed work. Being absent
doesn’t excuse you from doing class work; you have more responsibilities to
keep up and meet the objectives of this course.

Intellectual growth and success in college is reinforced through interaction in
the classroom. Students reach personal goals and course outcomes through
regular and prompt attendance. Therefore, if a student is absent six (6)
times or more the student will be subjected to a grade of F or FW per policy
stated under the Withdrawal from Classes section on this syllabus.

Turning In Your
Work

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not turn in all your work on the
day it is due. Late assignments will be accepted but penalties will be
incurred.

Using Electronic
Devices

Electronic devices can only be used in class for course-related purposes.
If you text or access the Internet for other purposes, you may be asked to
leave, in which case you will be marked absent.

Participating in Class

You must be on time, stay for the whole class and speak up in a way that
shows you have done the assigned reading. If you are not prepared for
class discussion, you may be asked to leave, in which case you will be

marked absent.
HONESTY, INTEGRITY, RESPECT, PARTICIPATE!

Doing Your Own
Work

If you turn in work that is not your own, you are subject to judicial
review, and these procedures can be found in the College Catalog and the
Student Planner. The maximum penalty for any form of academic
dishonesty is dismissal from the College.
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Using standard citation guidelines, such as MLA or APA format, to
document sources avoids plagiarism. The Library has reference copies of
each of these manuals, and there are brief checklists in your Student
Handbook and Planner.

PLEASE NOTE: All papers may be electronically checked for plagiarism.

Withdrawing from
Class

After the last day established for class changes has passed (see the
College calendar), you may withdraw from a course by following the
policy outlined in the CCS] Course Catalog.

Resources

Student Success
Center:

The Student Success Center provides faculty tutors at all levels to help
you master specific subjects and develop effective learning skills. It is

open to all students at no charge. You can contact the Student Success
Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by the Library.

Disability Services:

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing
academic services in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) guidelines. If you believe that you need a “reasonable
accommodation” because of a disability, contact the Disability Services
Coordinator at 219-473-4349.

CCSJ Alerts:

Calumet College of St. Joseph’s emergency communications system will
tell you about emergencies, weather-related closings, or other incidents
via text, email, or voice messages. Please sign up for this important
service annually on the College’s website at:
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html.

In addition, you can check other media for important information, such as
school closings:

Internet: http://www.ccsj.edu

Radio: WAKE - 1500 AM, WGN - 720 AM, WIJE - 105.5 FM, WLS - 890
AM, WZVN - 107.1 FM, WBBM NEWS RADIO 78

TV Channels: 2,5,7,9, 32
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