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COURSE	  SYLLABUS	  
	  
Term:	  	  Spring,	  2016	  

Course:	  	  Catholic	  Intellectual	  Tradition	  (RLST	  131-‐A)	  
	  

Instructor	  Information:	  

Instructor	  Name	   Fr.	  Kevin	  M.	  Scalf,	  C.PP.S.	  /	  Missionaries	  of	  the	  Precious	  Blood	  

Office	  Number:	   626	  

Phone	  Number:	   219.473.4351	  
Email:	   kscalf@ccsj.edu	  
Hours	  Available:	   8:30	  a.m.	  –	  11:00	  a.m.	  3:30	  p.m.	  —4:30	  p.m.	  Scheduled	  appointments	  preferred.	  	  	  
Instructor	  Background:	  	  

- MA,	  Biblical	  Studies,	  Mount	  St.	  Mary’s	  Seminary,	  Cincinnati	  
- MA,	  Theology,	  Xavier	  University,	  Cincinnati	  
- MDiv,	  Divinity,	  Catholic	  Theological	  Union,	  Chicago	  
- BA,	  Communication	  Arts,	  College	  of	  Mount	  St.	  Joseph,	  Cincinnati	  
- BA,	  Religious	  Studies,	  College	  of	  Mount	  St.	  Joseph,	  Cincinnati	  
- BA,	  Philosophy,	  College	  of	  Mount	  St.	  Joseph,	  Cincinnati	  

	  
	  
Course	  Time:	   Tuesday/Thursday,	  10:15	  –	  11:45	  p.m.	  

Classroom:	   	  

Prerequisites:	  	  	   None.	  
Required	  Books	  and	  Materials:	  
	  

Reason,	  Faith,	  and	  Tradition.	  Albl,	  Martin.	  Anselm	  Academic,	  2015.	  

Learning	  Outcomes/	  Competencies:	  
	  
Upon completion of this course, the student will be reasonably competent in the following: 
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Outcome 

 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Level 

General Education 
Foundational Knowledge or 
Skill 

 
 
Formative and Summative Assessment Methods 

To articulate Roman Catholicism’s 
professed understanding of its essential 
beliefs and the theologies that undergird 
them.  

 
 
 
To know… 

 
 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   

To explain how the Roman Catholic 
tradition understands, “Faith and Reason.” 
 

 
To know… 

Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

 
To explain how Roman Catholic 
theologians actually “do theology.”  

 
 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To explain Roman Catholicism’s professed 
understanding of Revelation. 

 
 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To explain Roman Catholicism’s professed 
understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity. 

 
 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To articulate the Catholic theology of 
human nature and human destiny.  
 

 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To describe in broad terms strategies 
employed over the course of two millennia 
in the development of Roman Catholic 
theology. 

 
 
 
To know… 

 
 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To describe in general terms Roman 
Catholicism’s understanding of the Bible. 

 
 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To describe in general terms how the 
Roman Catholic Church has understood the 
historical Jesus and subsequent 
Christologies.  

 
 
To know… 

 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 

To explain the theological understanding of 
“Church,” in terms of “Ecclesiology.” 

 
 
 
To comprehend… 

 
 
Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively. 

 
Class discussions, quizzes, tests, signature 
assignment, final examination, oral 
examinations.   
 
 

To critically assess emerging issues in the 
Roman Catholic tradition. 

 
 
To analyze… 

Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively 
and think critically. 

 
 
Class discussions. 
 

To demonstrate the ability to engage in 
respectful dialogue with members of other 
faith traditions. 

 
 
To apply… 

Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively 
and think critically. 

 
 
Class discussions.  
 

To articulate her or his own beliefs vis-à-vis 
core beliefs associated with Roman 
Catholicism. 

 
 
To synthesize… 

Will be able to read, write, 
and speak more effectively 
and think critically. 

 
Class discussions. 
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Course	  Description:	  
This course may be taken as an alternative to RLST 130, Introduction to Religious Studies, for students who wish to  
deepen their understanding of Catholic beliefs and practices.  It may also be taken by student majoring in Religious  
Studies or preparing to continue studies in Theology. The course will examine distinguishing characteristics of the  
Roman Catholic faith as professed and practiced.  It is designed as a survey course and will thus engage a variety of  
academic disciples, including Theology, History, and Sociology.  Students will explore various texts as well as the  
spiritual and sacramental life of the Roman Catholic Church. 
	  
Experiential	  Learning	  Opportunities:	  	  
	  
Linked	  Classes:	  None.	  
	  
	   	   Assessment:	  

Major	  Assignments:	   Refer	  to	  “Course	  Calendar”	  below.	   	  

Quizzes:	   Brief	  quizzes	  will	  occur	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  each	  class	  and	  
include	  assigned	  reading	  and	  class	  notes	  from	  the	  
previous	  class,	  only.	  Objective	  format.	  10-‐20	  points.	  
Students	  who	  are	  absent	  for	  a	  quiz	  will	  not	  need	  to	  
make-‐up	  the	  quiz;	  it	  will	  not	  hurt	  nor	  help	  the	  student,	  
thus	  it	  will	  not	  be	  factored	  into	  the	  student’s	  grade.	  
Graded	  quizzes	  (from	  the	  previous	  class)	  will	  be	  
distributed	  and	  discussed	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  each	  class.	  	  

	  

Tests:	   Tests	  will	  periodically	  occur	  throughout	  the	  term	  and	  will	  
derive	  from	  previous	  quiz	  questions.	  Essay	  questions	  will	  
be	  part	  of	  these	  assessments.	  Students	  will	  be	  provided	  
with	  the	  essay	  questions	  in	  advance.	  	  

	  

	  
Class	  Participation:	  

	  
Includes	  asking	  questions	  in	  class,	  responding	  to	  
presented	  questions,	  active	  listening,	  contribution	  within	  
small	  group	  discussions,	  focused	  attentiveness.	  One	  
point	  deduction	  from	  one’s	  semester	  average	  for	  
sleeping	  in	  class,	  i.e.	  eyes	  closed	  for	  more	  than	  three	  
seconds;	  manifestation	  of	  slobber	  from	  non-‐emergency	  
unconsciousness.	  

	  

Signature	  Assignments:	  	   This	  General	  Education	  class	  will	  help	  you	  prepare	  for	  
CCSJ's	  Signature	  Assignments,	  a	  common	  written	  and	  
oral	  assignment	  that	  students	  complete	  in	  Introduction	  
to	  Social	  Justice	  as	  freshmen,	  Religious	  Studies	  as	  
sophomores,	  and	  Philosophy	  as	  juniors.	  Signature	  
Assignments	  are	  assessed	  for	  written	  communications,	  
oral	  communications,	  and	  critical	  thinking.	  You	  must	  
meet	  required	  scores	  in	  Religious	  Studies	  to	  move	  ahead	  
to	  Philosophy,	  and	  in	  Philosophy	  to	  complete	  your	  
General	  Education	  program.	  Refer	  to	  “Course	  Calendar”	  
for	  date.	  Specifics	  will	  be	  address	  in	  class.	  	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Responsibilities	  
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Turning	  In	  Assignments:	  	   Quizzes	  will	  occur	  every	  day	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  class	  and	  cannot	  be	  made	  up.	  A	  
student	  who	  misses	  a	  quiz	  for	  whatever	  reason	  will	  not	  be	  penalized	  for	  the	  
missed	  grade,	  it	  simply	  will	  not	  be	  factored	  into	  the	  student’s	  cumulative	  average.	  
(A	  significant	  portion	  of	  tests	  derive	  from	  previous	  quizzes.)	  

If	  a	  student	  is	  absent	  on	  the	  day	  a	  test	  is	  given,	  the	  student	  should	  contact	  the	  
instructor	  within	  48	  hours	  to	  re-‐schedule	  the	  test.	  A	  different	  test	  will	  be	  given	  
from	  what	  was	  given	  in	  class	  –	  it	  will	  be	  essay	  format.	  

Major	  assignments	  will	  be	  penalized	  10	  points	  per	  late	  day,	  per	  24	  hour	  period,	  
which	  includes	  weekends.	  At	  this	  point,	  all	  assignments	  must	  be	  submitted	  in	  hard	  
copy	  format;	  electronic	  submissions	  will	  not	  be	  accepted,	  unless	  otherwise	  
indicated.	  	  	  

Using	  Electronic	  Devices:	   Technology	  
-‐ One	  point	  deduction	  from	  one’s	  semester	  average	  for	  each	  cell	  phone	  

“indicator,”	  e.g.,	  vibration,	  ring	  tone,	  noticeable	  illumination,	  etc.	  This	  
would	  also	  include	  “checking	  one’s	  cell	  phone”	  during	  class.	  

-‐ One	  deduction	  from	  one’s	  semester	  average	  for	  online	  navigation	  that	  
is	  impertinent	  to	  the	  academic	  task,	  e.g.,	  checking	  Facebook,	  etc.,	  
should	  laptops	  be	  used	  in	  class.	  

	  	  
Singing	  In:	   A	  sign-‐in	  sheet	  will	  be	  distributed	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  class.	  Students	  who	  arrive	  

late,	  even	  one	  minute	  late,	  must	  sign	  the	  “tardy”	  section	  of	  this	  daily	  document	  
in	  order	  to	  qualify	  for	  credit	  for	  that	  particular	  class.	  Failure	  to	  sign	  the	  sheet	  for	  
any	  student	  will	  result	  in	  a	  missed	  class.	  	  
	  

Class	  Participation:	   Includes	  asking	  questions	  in	  class,	  responding	  to	  presented	  questions,	  active	  
listening,	  contribution	  within	  small	  group	  discussions,	  focused	  attentiveness.	  One	  
point	  deduction	  from	  one’s	  semester	  average	  for	  sleeping	  in	  class,	  i.e.	  eyes	  
closed	  for	  more	  than	  three	  seconds;	  manifestation	  of	  slobber	  from	  non-‐
emergency	  unconsciousness.	  
	  

Statement	  of	  Plagiarism:	  	  
	  

If	  an	  instructor	  or	  other	  Calumet	  College	  of	  St.	  Joseph	  personnel	  discovers	  that	  a	  
student	  has	  plagiarized	  or	  been	  involved	  in	  another	  form	  of	  academic	  dishonesty,	  
the	  instructor	  or	  other	  personnel	  may	  elect	  to	  bring	  the	  matter	  up	  for	  judicial	  
review.	  The	  maximum	  penalty	  for	  any	  form	  of	  academic	  dishonesty	  is	  dismissal	  
from	  the	  College.	  The	  procedures	  for	  judicial	  review	  are	  listed	  under	  the	  section	  of	  
CCSJ	  handbook	  that	  addresses	  student	  grievances.	  	  
	  
PLEASE	  NOTE:	  All	  papers	  can	  and	  may	  be	  submitted	  for	  checks	  on	  plagiarism	  from	  
the	  Internet/Electronic	  sources/Databases.	  

Sources:	   Certain	  sources	  can	  assist	  students	  in	  research	  but	  will	  not	  qualify	  for	  works	  cited	  
in	  this	  class.	  Students	  will	  not	  receive	  credit	  for	  using	  the	  sources	  listed	  thus:	  
-‐	  Wikipedia	  
-‐	  Standard	  Dictionary	  (use	  only	  a	  biblical	  or	  theological	  dictionary)	  
-‐	  Encyclopedia	  (use	  only	  a	  biblical	  or	  theological	  encyclopedia)	  
-‐	  Any	  website	  not	  .edu	  (unless	  the	  site	  is	  accessed	  via	  a	  .edu;	  if	  the	  site	  is	  accessed	  
via	  a.edu,	  students	  will	  need	  to	  add	  a	  footnote	  giving	  the	  link	  from	  the	  .edu)	  
	  

Class	  Withdraw:	  
	  

After	  the	  last	  day	  established	  for	  class	  changes	  has	  passed	  (see	  the	  College	  
calendar),	  you	  may	  withdraw	  from	  a	  course	  by	  following	  the	  policy	  outlined	  in	  the	  
CCSJ	  Course	  Catalog.	  

Resources	  
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Student	  Success	  Center:	  
	  

The	  Student	  Success	  Center	  provides	  faculty	  tutors	  at	  all	  levels	  to	  help	  you	  master	  
specific	  subjects	  and	  develop	  effective	  learning	  skills.	  It	  is	  open	  to	  all	  students	  at	  no	  
charge.	  You	  can	  contact	  the	  Student	  Success	  Center	  at	  219	  473-‐4287	  or	  stop	  by	  the	  
Library.	  

Disability	  Services:	  
	  

Disability	  Services	  strives	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  all	  students	  by	  providing	  academic	  
services	  in	  accordance	  with	  Americans	  with	  Disabilities	  Act	  (ADA)	  guidelines.	  If	  you	  
believe	  that	  you	  need	  a	  “reasonable	  accommodation”	  because	  of	  a	  disability,	  contact	  
the	  Disability	  Services	  Coordinator	  at	  219-‐473-‐4349.	  

	  
Appendix:	  Grading	  Rationales	  for	  Narrative	  Assessments:	  
Students	  often	  ask	  how	  letter	  grades	  are	  conferred,	  and	  the	  criteria	  for	  letter	  grades.	  The	  following	  is	  an	  attempt	  
to	  answer	  that	  question.	  	  
	  
“A”	  work	  represents	  superior	  work.	  In	  the	  case	  of	  writing	  assignments	  and	  papers,	  this	  means	  that	  the	  assignment	  
has	  been	  fulfilled	  with	  care,	  intelligence,	  and	  genuine	  insight.	  The	  written	  work	  displays	  a	  clear	  focus	  and	  method	  
of	  approach,	  uses	  pertinent	  examples	  or	  "facts"	  to	  support	  its	  judgments,	  shows	  a	  distinct	  personal	  perspective	  
which	  can	  be	  distinguished	  from	  others,	  makes	  a	  real	  argument,	  and	  can	  discern	  the	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  of	  
other	  arguments.	  A	  work	  also	  displays	  spelling,	  punctuation,	  grammar,	  word	  usage,	  and	  syntax	  that	  is	  of	  high	  
quality.	  On	  examinations,	  A	  work	  is	  demonstrated	  by	  an	  accurate	  and	  insightful	  knowledge	  of	  the	  material	  in	  
question,	  judicious	  choices	  in	  the	  material	  used	  in	  essay	  questions,	  and	  clarity	  of	  expression.	  	  
	  
“B”	  work	  represents	  very	  good	  work.	  In	  the	  case	  of	  writing	  assignments	  and	  papers,	  this	  means	  that	  the	  
assignment	  has	  been	  fulfilled	  with	  care	  and	  intelligence.	  The	  written	  work	  displays	  a	  fairly	  clear	  focus	  and	  uses	  
good	  examples.	  In	  general,	  B	  work	  also	  displays	  the	  lack	  of	  technical	  errors	  described	  for	  A	  work.	  On	  exams,	  B	  work	  
is	  shown	  by	  a	  solid	  knowledge	  of	  the	  material	  involved,	  good	  choices	  used	  in	  essay	  questions,	  and	  clear	  expression.	  	  
Often	  students	  ask	  what	  distinguishes	  B	  or	  B+	  work	  from	  A	  work.	  The	  main	  difference	  is	  the	  distinctiveness,	  
imagination,	  and	  ability	  to	  see	  the	  larger	  picture	  with	  intelligence	  and	  insight	  on	  the	  part	  of	  A	  work.	  A	  paper	  that	  
follows	  the	  assignment	  exactly	  and	  does	  it	  well	  may	  well	  merit	  a	  B	  or	  B+	  grade	  because	  it	  is	  very	  good,	  but	  it	  may	  
not	  be	  superior	  if	  it	  does	  not	  include	  these	  further	  elements.	  	  
	  
“C”	  work	  is	  satisfactory	  work.	  In	  the	  case	  of	  writing	  assignments	  and	  papers,	  this	  means	  that	  there	  is	  a	  basic,	  but	  
not	  extensive,	  understanding	  of	  the	  assignment.	  Work	  will	  generally	  not	  demonstrate	  a	  clear	  .focus	  (e.g.,	  the	  paper	  
may	  wander-‐around)	  or	  method	  of	  approach,	  but	  there	  is	  some	  attempt	  to	  do	  so.	  Its	  use	  of	  material	  to	  support	  
judgments	  is	  adequate	  and	  will	  show	  some	  awareness	  of	  the	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  of	  other	  positions.	  C	  work	  
demonstrates	  that	  there	  is	  sufficient	  knowledge	  of	  the	  material,	  but	  that	  there	  remain	  some	  deficiencies	  in	  
understanding	  and	  expression.	  In	  exams,	  C	  work	  shows	  an	  adequate	  (but	  not	  more	  than	  adequate)	  knowledge	  of	  
the	  material	  and	  on	  essay	  questions,	  will	  show	  the	  same	  characteristics	  listed	  above	  for	  written	  work.	  C	  work	  often	  
displays	  a	  poor	  technical	  grasp	  of	  the	  conventions	  of	  writing	  (spelling,	  punctuation,	  etc.)	  and	  often	  lacks	  good	  
organization.	  	  
“D”	  work	  is	  barely	  passing	  work.	  It	  is	  generally	  unsatisfactory	  but	  demonstrates	  a	  bare	  minimum	  of	  knowledge	  of	  
the	  subject	  matter.	  There	  is	  little	  to	  no	  awareness	  of	  the	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  of	  other	  positions,	  little	  to	  no	  
organization,	  and	  poor	  use	  of	  technical	  conventions.	  What	  saves	  D	  work	  from	  failure	  is	  a	  barely	  adequate	  grasp	  of	  
the	  material.	  	  
	  
“F”	  work	  does	  not	  meet	  any	  of	  the	  above	  listed	  criteria.	  	  
	  

Syllabus	  is	  subject	  to	  change	  at	  the	  discretion	  of	  the	  instructor.	  

COURSE	  CALENDAR	  
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CHAPTER	  1:	  Faith	  and	  Reason	  –	  I	  
1/12	  Pp.	  11—26	  	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  
1/14	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
1/19	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  	  
	  
CHAPTER	  2:	  Faith	  and	  Reason	  –	  II	  
1/21	  	  Pp.	  27—45	  
1/26	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
1/28	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
	  
CHAPTER	  3:	  Doing	  Theology	  
2/2	  	  	  Pp.	  46—72.	  	  
2/4	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
2/9	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
	  
CHAPTER	  5:	  Revelation:	  Does	  God	  Communicate	  with	  Humans?	  
2/11	  	  	  	  Pp.	  100—120.	  	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
2/16	  	  	  	  Quiz	  to	  begin.	  	  
2/18	  	  	  	  TEST	  (Chapters	  1,	  2,	  3,	  5)	  
	  
CHAPTER	  6:	  The	  Trinity	  
2/23	  	  	  Pp.	  121—150.	  	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
2/25	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
	  
3/1	  –	  3/3	  	  SPRING	  BREAK	  
	  
CHAPTER	  7:	  Human	  Nature	  and	  Human	  Destiny	  
3/8	  	  	  	  	  Pp.	  151—182.	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
3/10	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
3/15	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
	  
CHAPTER	  8:	  The	  Catholic	  View	  of	  Scripture:	  Inspiration	  and	  Inerrancy	  
3/17	  	  	  	  	  	  Pp.	  183—211.	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
3/22	  	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
3/24	  	  	  	  	  	  TEST	  (Chapters	  6,	  7,	  8)	  
	  
CHAPTER	  12:	  Christology	  
3/29	  	  	  	  	  Pp.	  289—312.	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
3/31	  	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
4/5	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
4/7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
	  
CHAPTER	  13:	  Ecclesiology	  
4/12	  	  	  	  	  Pp.	  313—338.	  Lecture.	  Discussion.	  	  
4/14	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
4/19	  	  	  	  	  Quiz.	  Discussion.	  
4/21	  	  	  	  	  TEST	  (Chapters	  12,	  13)	  

" Self-‐Evaluations	  due.	  
4/25	  	  	  	  	  Final	  Examinations	  (Individual	  oral	  examinations	  with	  instructor)	  
	  


