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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
Term:  Spring 2016 (2015-2) 
 

RLST 496A: SELECTED TOPICS:  
SOCIAL JUSTICE II: HUMAN DIGNITY, INTEGRAL ECOLOGY, AND 

SPIRITUALITIES OF STRUGGLE: 
 

Instructor Information: 
Instructor Name Dr. Kevin Considine 
Office Number: 512 
Phone Number: 219-473-4353 
Email: kconsidine@ccsj.edu 
Other Contact : As needed 
Hours Available: MW—9:45am to 11:45am 

TTH—1:45 to 3:45 
F—10am to 2pm  
Or, by appointment 

Instructor Background: Ph.D. Theology, Loyola University Chicago; M.A. Theology, Catholic 
Theological Union; B.A. English, Vanderbilt University 
 
 

Course Information: 
Course Time: Tuesday/Thursday—10:15am to 11:45am 
Classroom: Room 271 
Prerequisites:   
 

RLST 110 and RLST 130.  Exceptions can be made by instructor on a case by 
case basis. 

Textbooks: 
 

**You MUST have these exact editions**  Check ISBN numbers. 
 
Day, Dorothy.  Dorothy Day: Selected Writings.  Edited by Robert Ellsberg.   
           Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2005.  ISBN: 1-57075-581-7 
  
Rolheiser, Ronald.  The Holy Longing: The Search for a Christian Spirituality.   
           NY: IMAGE/Randomhouse, 2009. ISBN: 978-0385494199 
  
Thurman, Howard.  Jesus and the Disinherited.  Boston: Beacon Press,  
           1949/1976/1996.  ISBN: 978-0807010297 
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Learning Outcomes/ Competencies: 

1. To explain the meaning of the concept of “spirituality,” from a Catholic perspective and variety of other 
perspectives.   

2. To explain the meaning of the principle of the life and dignity of the human person, from a Catholic 
perspective and other perspectives.  

3. To explain the meaning of the terms “integral development,” “political holiness,” and “mystical-
political.”   

4. To demonstrate familiarity with the lives and philosophies of key figures in the struggle for justice, such 
as Dorothy Day and Howard Thurman.   

5. To apply the Integral Human Development model of action planning to a justice project.   

6. To analyze the impact of your justice project on your community and yourself.   

7. To integrate your study and action into a coherent, personal spirituality. 
Course Description: 
	  
In this course, students carry out a social justice project using the Integral Human Development 
model adopted by Catholic Relief Services and articulate a spirituality of endurance and 
resilience for the long term work of social change. 

Learning Strategies:  
 Blackboard, Technology Experiential learning, Individual Presentations, Group Discussions,  
Collaborative Learning, Lecturing, Reading, Journal writing, Paper writing. 
 
Experiential Learning Opportunities:  Field Work.  Debate and Reflection 
 

 
Assessments 

Paper 1-What is Spirituality? What do we do with our desire and “longing”? How related to fight for 
justice? (20%) 
Paper 2—Final Articulation Means for Resilience and Endurance in struggle for justice (25%) 
One Presentation—IHD and Project (10%) 
Quizzes and SSQ—Weekly  (10%) 
In-class reflections—Weekly  (15%) 
Oral Final Exam (20%) 
Discussion 
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Grading Scale: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Points 
A 100-92 
A- 91-90 
B+ 89-88 
B 87-82 
B- 81-80 
C+ 79-78 
C 77-72 
C- 71-70 
D+ 69-68 
D 67-62 
D- 61-60 
F 59 and below 

***INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ADJUST THE SYLLABUS AS NEEDED*** 
       

Class Schedule 
The Readings below should be completed by the day indicated and students should be prepared 

to discuss them 
 

 
Week 1 (Jan. 12, 14) Tu: Introduction, How/why fight for justice? 

Th: What is Spirituality? (Rolheiser Ch 1) 
  

Week 2 (Jan 19, 21)   Tu: Project identification and planning using IHD Model  
Th: What is Christian spirituality? (Rolheiser Ch 2) 

 
 
Week 3 (Jan 26, 28)   Tu: Project explanation using IHD Model 

Th: Spirituality of Sexuality (Ch 9) 
  

 
Week 4 (Feb 2, 4)   Tu: Project field work  

Th: Essentials of a Christian Spirituality (Rolheiser Ch 3) 
    
 
Week 5 (Feb 9, 11)              Tu : Project field work 

Th: Spirituality of Justice and Peacemaking (Ch 8) 
     
 
Week 6 (Feb 16, 18)   Tu: Project field work 

Th:  Howard Thurman—“Jesus”        
       

Week 7 (Feb. 23, 25)   Tu: Project field work 
Th: Howard Thurman—“Fear”    

       



4 
 

       
**SPRING BREAK  FEB 29TH TO MARCH 5TH ** 

 
 
Week 8 (March 8, 10)   Tu: Mid-semester Project Reports 
     Th: Howard Thurman—“Deception”  
 
 
 
Week 9 (March 15, 17)             Tu: Project field work 
     Th: Howard Thurman—“Hate”     
 
Week 10 (March 22, 24)     
     Tu: Project field work 
     Th: Howard Thurman—“Love” 
  
 
Week 11 (March 29, 31)  Tu: Project field work 

Th: Dorothy Day I 
      
 
Week 12 (April 5, 7)    Tu: Conclude field work 

Th: Dorothy Day II 
      
 
 
Week 13 (April 12, 14)   Tu: Dorothy Day III 
      Th: Final Field Work Reports 
      
 
Week 14 (April 19, 21)  Tu: Sustaining Ourselves in the Spiritual Life 

Th: Final Field Work Reports 
       
Exam Week (April 25-30) 
 
Exam Date:    TBA 
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Assignments: More Info to Come 
 

If you have any medical or personal issues that are likely to affect your work, talk with me.  
These standards will not be lowered or changed; I will work with you to help you meet them to 
the best of your ability. 
 

1.) TWO PAPERS (5-6 pages) 
 

Paper 1-What is Spirituality? What do we do with our desire and “longing”? How 
related to fight for justice?  
 
Paper 2—Final Articulation Means for Resilience and Endurance in Struggle for 
Justice  

 
**Specific Guidelines TBA** 

 
Formatting: Papers are expected to be 4-6 pages, double-spaced, using Times New Roman and 
either 10 or 12 point font, with each page numbered.  Your name, the instructor’s name, the class 
number, and the date must appear at the top right hand corner of the first page.  Use the standard 
margins in Microsoft Word—0.5 inches on top and 1 inch margins on left, right, and bottom. 
 
Citations and Works Cited Pages: ALL papers will be referencing material from the texts, either 
as quotes, paraphrases, or summaries.  For the sake of simplicity, use the author, page number 
citation for books.  For example: (Senior, 95).  For speeches or shorter chapters, use author, title, 
page number.  For example: (King, “I’ve been to the Mountaintop,” 295).  It is not necessary to 
have a works-cited page unless you are using outside sources.  If so, use MLA, APA, or CMS 
style for documentation.   

 
Late papers will only be accepted in the case of family emergency, serious health problem, or 
other documented serious obstacle.  The instructor has the final decision as to whether or not to 
accept a late paper. 

 
Norms for grading the papers are the following: 
 
A (100-90): the paper not only meets the norms for a B but it also shows insight into the 
question. Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are perfect or nearly perfect. 
 
B (89-80): the paper covers the information necessary to discuss its subject(s) adequately. Its 
expression is precise and its organization is logical. Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are 
perfect or nearly perfect. 
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C (79-70): the paper is substantially accurate but it is imprecise in its expression and/or deficient 
in providing support for its main points and/or deficient in its logic. Mistakes in spelling, 
punctuation, or grammar may obscure the ideas. 
 
D (69-60): the paper is substantially inaccurate but it shows some effort to deal with the issues 
at hand. Mistakes in spelling, punctuation, or grammar may obscure the ideas. 
 
F (59-0): the paper demonstrates a slight or non-existent grasp of the issues and no substantial 
work or thought behind it. 
 
Your paper will probably get an A grade if you can answer “yes” to the following: 
 
Do I really care about what I’ve written? Will my paper give my reader some insight, some 
valuable information? Will it make my reader think and care about my topic? Have I gotten to 
the “why” of the matters and not just piled up words without much thought or feeling? Have I 
avoided general statements that are not supported by reasons or examples? Have I done enough 
reading and thinking to make convincing arguments? Did I use an outline before or during the 
actual writing to guide me? Have I cut out every sentence and every word that isn’t necessary? 
Have I shortened overly long sentences and clarified any confusing ones? Have I checked my 
spelling and punctuation and grammar? Am I proud to be the writer of this essay?  
 

2.) Individual Presentations on IHD Justice Project 
 
                      Guidelines TBA 
 
 

3.) Oral Exam and Project Presentation—Delivery Guidelines  
 
The oral exam will be a 20-30 minute interview with me, where you discuss what you have 
learned from the course. I will ask you follow-up questions: I may ask you to show your 
knowledge of additional content of the course; I may ask you to reflect more deeply on your 
views.  **If you do not pass the oral examination you will NOT pass the class. *** 

 
• Rubric Forthcoming 
• Study Guide will be handed out beforehand 

 
4.) JOURNALS  AND IN-CLASS WRITING ASSIGNMENTS—TBD   

 
 

5.) QUIZZES—There will be quizzes, some announced and some unannounced. They will 
cover class material. 
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Policies and Procedures 
  
Class Policy on 
Attendance: 
 

Intellectual growth and success in college is reinforced through interaction in the 
classroom.  Students reach personal goals and course outcomes through regular and 
prompt attendance.  Therefore, if a student is absent six (6) times the student will be 
subjected to a grade of F or FW per policy stated under the Withdrawal from Classes 
section on this syllabus.  
 

Class Policy on 
Electronic Devices 

I give you the benefit of the doubt until proven wrong. 
 

Class Participation: This is an expectation in such a small class.  I will institute a grading policy as 
needed. 

Statement of 
Plagiarism: 
 

If an instructor or other Calumet College of St. Joseph personnel find that a student 
has plagiarized or been involved in another form of academic dishonesty, the 
instructor or other personnel may elect to bring the matter up for judicial review. The 
maximum penalty for any form of academic dishonesty is dismissal from the College. 
The procedures for judicial review are listed under the section of CCSJ handbook that 
addresses student grievances.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All papers can and may be submitted for checks on plagiarism from 
the Internet/Electronic sources/Databases. 
 

Citation Guidelines: 
 

Calumet College of St. Joseph uses citation guidelines, generally MLA or APA format, 
to document sources quoted or paraphrased in student papers. Check the syllabus for 
each course to see what each instructor requires. The Library has reference copies of 
each manual; the Follett has copies for sale when required by the instructor. In 
addition, there are brief MLA and APA checklists in your spiral “Student Handbook and 
Planner” and on the Library website and literature rack. These texts show how to cite 
references from many sources, including electronic media, as well as how to space 
and indent the “Works Cited” and “References” pages respectively. EBSCO and 
ProQuest articles provide both formats for you to copy and paste. Proper 
documentation avoids plagiarism. 
 

Withdrawal from 
Classes Policy:  
 

After the last day established for class changes has passed (see College calendar), 
students may withdraw from a course in which they are registered and wish to 
discontinue. A written request detailing the reason(s) for the withdrawal must be 
completed with the Office of Academic Advising and filed with the Registrar. The 
Office of Academic Advising must receive written request for withdrawal by the last 
day of classes prior to the final examination dates specified in the catalogue. Written 
requests should be submitted in person or, when an in-person visit is not possible, 
may be mailed to the Office of Academic Advising, emailed, or faxed to 219-473-4336. 
Students are to make note of the refund schedule when withdrawing from courses. If 
the request requires instructor approval per the College calendar, it must be forwarded 
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to the faculty member, who makes the final determination to accept or deny the 
request.  
 
If the request is honored by the faculty member, the student will receive notification of 
official withdrawal from the Registrar after meeting or speaking with a member from 
Academic Advising, Financial Aid and Athletics (if applicable). These departments will 
notify the student of academic, financial, and athletic eligibility effects of a possible 
withdrawal. 
 
If the request is denied by the faculty member, the notification will indicate why the 
withdrawal is disallowed. Please note that if the request does not require instructor 
approval, the student must still meet or speak with a member from Academic Advising, 
Financial Aid and Athletics (if applicable) before the withdrawal will be processed. 
 
An official withdrawal is recorded as a "W" grade on the student's transcript. 
Discontinuing a course without a written request for withdrawal automatically incurs an 
"FW" grade for the course (see Refund Schedule). Failure to Withdraw (FW) is 
indicated when the student does not complete withdrawal paperwork with the Office of 
Academic Advising nor does the student notify the instructor of their intent to withdraw 
due to an illness, accident, grievous personal loss, or other circumstances beyond the 
student’s control.  This grade is submitted by the instructor at the end of term. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
Student Success Center: 
 

The Student Success Center supports Calumet College of St. Joseph students through an 
interactive learning experience.  Students work with faculty tutors to develop course 
competencies and study skills such as time management, test preparation, and note taking.  
In addition, students are provided with tutoring support to help pass courses, to improve 
grade point average, and to promote continuing education and career advancement.  Tutors 
have a specific charge: to help students learn how to master specific subject matter and to 
develop effective learning skills.  The Student Success Center is open to all students at 
Calumet College of St. Joseph at no charge and is available to support academic courses at 
the introductory and advanced levels. For assistance, please contact the Student Success 
Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by the Library. 
 

Disability Services: 
 

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing academic services in 
accordance with Americans Disability Act (ADA) guidelines.  Students must meet with the 
Coordinator of Disability Services to complete an intake form in order to request an 
accommodation and/or an auxiliary aid (e.g., additional time for tests, note taking assistance, 
special testing arrangements, etc.).  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Academic 
Support Programs Office to request an accommodation at least one month prior to 
enrollment for each academic term.  Students who are requesting an accommodation and/or 
an auxiliary aid must submit documentation from a professional health care provider to verify 
eligibility under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and/or the Americans with 
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Disabilities Act of 1990.  The cost of obtaining the professional verification is the 
responsibility of the student.   
If a student believes that he or she needs a “reasonable accommodation” of some kind 
because of a physical, psychological, or mental condition, he or she should contact 
Disabilities Services.  The Coordinator will secure documentation pertinent to the disability 
and work with faculty and staff, if necessary, to address the matter.  All questions and 
inquiries pertaining to disability services should be directed to the Disability Services 
Coordinator at 219-473-4349. 

 
  
 
CCSJ Alert: 
 

 
 
Calumet College of St. Joseph utilizes an emergency communications system that transmits 
messages via text, email, and voice platforms.  In the event of an emergency, of weather 
related closings, or of other incidents, those students who are registered for the system shall 
receive incident specific message(s) notifying them of the situation.  Please sign-up for this 
important service at any time on the College’s website.  Alternatively, you can register at the 
time you register for classes.  This service requires each user to register once per academic 
year. Therefore, at the beginning of each academic year, please remember to re-register for 
the system.  This can be done at: http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Closing Information: 
 
 Internet:             http://www.ccsj.edu 
  

http://www.EmergencyClosings.com 
Facility: Calumet College of St. Joseph 

Phone: 219.473.4770 
 
 Radio: 
 

WAKE – 1500 AM 
WGN  - 720 AM 

WIJE – 105.5 FM 
WLS – 890 AM 

WZVN – 107.1 FM 
WBBM NEWS RADIO 78 

 
 TV Channels:  
 

2, 5, 7, 9, 32 

http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html
http://www.ccsj.edu
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