Calumet College of St. Joseph is a Catholic institution of higher learning dedicated to the academic, spiritual and
ethical development of undergraduate and graduate students. Informed by the values of its founding religious
community, the Missionaries of the Precious Blood (C.PP.S.), the College promotes the inherent dignity of all
people, social justice, an ethic of service, student empowerment, opportunity, and lifelong learning.

COURSE SYLLABUS, Fall 2018
Course: GEOL 110A – Earth & Space Science
Instructor Information:
Ronald Kozlowski
Room 531
Office Number:
Phone Number:
219-798-3516
Email:
rkozlowski1@ccsj.edu
Hours Available:
By Arrangement
Instructor Background: B.S. Chemistry (1977), M.S. Mgmt (1981), TtoT CCSJ, Adjunct at Purdue
Northwest Chemistry Department. Worked for the chemical industry for 30 years.
Instructor Name

Course Information:
Course Time:

Lecture: Monday and Wednesday 10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Classroom:
Prerequisites:
Required Books
and Materials:

TBA
Must be concurrently enrolled in GEOL 110L.
An Introduction to Physical Science, 13th Ed., Shipman, et. al., 2013.

Learning Outcomes/ Competencies:
Students in this course will:
•
•
•
•
•

Explain how scientific explanations are formulated, tested, and modified or
validated.
Distinguish between scientific and non-scientific evidence and explanations.
Apply foundational knowledge and discipline-specific concepts to address issues
or solve problems.
Apply basic observational, quantitative, or technological methods to gather data and
generate evidence based conclusions.
Use current models and theories to describe, explain, or predict natural phenomena.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Locate reliable sources of scientific evidence to construct arguments related to real world
issues.
Students will, at an introductory level, read analytically, synthetically, and critically in a
variety of genres.
Students will, at an introductory level, write in a variety of forms using valid logic,
persuasive rhetoric, and correct grammar, usage, and punctuation.
Students can, at an introductory level, represent, apply, analyze, and evaluate relevant
qualitative and quantitative mathematical and scientific evidence (i.e. equations, graphs,
diagrams, tables, words) to support or refute an argument.
The student will, at an introductory level, be able to apply ethical standards to social issues
and analyze their own core beliefs and the origin of these beliefs.
communicate effectively both in written and oral forms:
o Students will keep a homework notebook. Students will write short essays after
viewing films about volcanoes, caves, floods, hurricanes and other appropriate
subjects. Students will keep a cloud journal.
gather, interpret and analyze data
o Students will learn to collect data in the laboratory, create graphs, compare
qualitative and quantitative data and draw conclusions about the data obtained.
demonstrate the ability to think critically, abstractly and logically
o The Scientific Method is predicated upon deductive and inductive logical
reasoning. Students will study applications of the scientific method to
information gathered by the scientific community. Students will use the scientific
method during laboratory activities.
work with a variety of technologies
o Students use computers, digital imaging devices, media, the Internet, podcasts, all
in the pursuit of scientific knowledge.
exhibit social and ethical responsibility
o This very serious goal is addressed on many levels in the physical science course,
from the discussion of the factors that brought about the destruction of New
Orleans during hurricane Katrina to the problems with disappearing
groundwater. Many references are made to the connection between geology,
meteorology and astronomy to social and ethical responsibility.
perform productively in the workforce
o Organizational skills are improved in this general education course. Scientific
literacy is developed.
demonstrate the ability to learn independently
o Students are given independent projects to complete in the course. They are also
given questions to research independently. Reporting these results to the class
develops their ability to speak confidently to their peers.
gain awareness of their role in the global community
By discussing the way that physical science is connected to other occupations and careers we
develop student awareness about their career choice and its dependencies on a basic
understanding of the general science.

This course meets the following program objectives: General Education option in Natural Sciences.
Course Description: Earth and Space Science is a course focusing on the study of the Earth’s litho
sphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and its celestial environment. Students enrolled in this course
analyze and describe Earth’s interconnected systems and how they are changing due to natural
processes and human influence.
(This course is a CCSJ General Education option in Natural Sciences.)
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Learning Strategies:
Problem solving skills, group discussion, brainstorm ideas, Student Centered Learning, Collaborative
Learning, and Lectures.
Experiential Learning Opportunities:
following experiential learning activities are used in this class: problem-based learning, and projectbased learning activities.

Assessments:
Major
Assignments:

Class Participation:

There will be approximately 8 – 10 (points will be adjusted accordingly)
major assignments. Each student will be expected to solve the problems
on his/her own time. Some of the problems will be used as examples in
class; and, additional practice problems will be distributed throughout the
semester to accommodate additional support. Students should ask for
help if there is a need for assistance in solving problems assignments.
Your participation is expected and required. You are responsible for doing
the reading in advance, and taking an active role in class activities and
discussion.

Grading Scale:
100 – 92: A
91 – 90: A89 – 88: B+
87 – 82: B
79 – 78 : C+
77 – 72: C
69 – 68: D+
67 – 62: D
59 and below
F

81 – 80: B71 – 70 : C61 – 60: D-

Course Schedule:
Week
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Topic
Introduction/Measurements
Place and Time
The Solar System
Moons and Small Bodies
Exam 1
The Universe
The Atmosphere
Atmospheric Effects
Plate Tectonics
Exam 2
Minerals, Rocks, Volcanoes
Surface Processes
Geologic Time
Final Exam

Chapter
1
15
16
17

I reserve the right to change this schedule to meet the needs of the class.
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18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Responsibilities
Attending Class

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. We believe that
intellectual growth and success in higher education occur through
interaction in the classroom and laboratories. However, we do not want
to penalize students for participating in college-sponsored events. When
you miss class because of a college event, you must give notice of your
absence in advance, and you are responsible for all missed work. Being
absent doesn’t excuse you from doing class work; you have more
responsibilities to keep up and meet the objectives of this course.

Turning In Your
Work

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not turn in all your work on the
day it is due.
Assignments are to be turned in one week after they are assigned. Late
work will be accepted if approval is obtained from the instructor.

CCSJ Student Honor
Code

This course asks students to reaffirm the CCSJ Student Honor Code:

Using Electronic
Devices

Electronic devices can only be used in class for course-related purposes.
If you text or access the Internet for other purposes, you may be asked to
leave, in which case you will be marked absent.
You must be on time, stay for the whole class and speak up in a way that
shows you have done the assigned reading. If you are not prepared for
class discussion, you may be asked to leave, in which case you will be
marked absent.
If you turn in work that is not your own, you are subject to judicial
review, and these procedures can be found in the College Catalog and the
Student Planner. The maximum penalty for any form of academic
dishonesty is dismissal from the College.

Participating in Class

Doing Your Own
Work

I, as a student member of the Calumet College academic community,
in accordance with the college's mission and in a spirit of mutual
respect, pledge to:
• Continuously embrace honesty and curiosity in the pursuit of
my educational goals;
• Avoid all behaviors that could impede or distract from the
academic progress of myself or other members of my
community;
• Do my own work with integrity at all times, in accordance with
syllabi, and without giving or receiving inappropriate aid;
• Do my utmost to act with commitment, inside and outside of
class, to the goals and mission of Calumet College of St.
Joseph.

Using standard citation guidelines, such as MLA or APA format, to
document sources avoids plagiarism. The Library has reference copies of
each of these manuals, and there are brief checklists in your Student
Handbook and Planner.
Tracking Your

PLEASE NOTE: All papers may be electronically checked for plagiarism.
Your grade is based on all work turned in, including tests. The instructor
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Progress
Sharing Your Class
Experience

Withdrawing from
Class

will be able to help you determine your grade at any specific time.
At the end of the term, you will have the opportunity to evaluate your
classroom experience. These confidential surveys are essential to our
ongoing efforts to ensure that you have a great experience that leaves you
well prepared for your future. Take the time to complete your course
evaluations – we value your feedback!
After the last day established for class changes has passed (see the
College calendar), you may withdraw from a course by following the
policy outlined in the CCSJ Course Catalog.

Resources
Student Success
Center:

The Student Success Center provides faculty tutors at all levels to help
you master specific subjects and develop effective learning skills. It is
open to all students at no charge. You can contact the Student Success
Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by the Library.

Disability Services:

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing
academic services in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) guidelines. If you believe that you need a “reasonable
accommodation” because of a disability, contact the Disability Services
Coordinator at 219-473-4349.

Student Assistance
Program

Calumet College of St. Joseph provides a free Student Assistance Program
(SAP) to current students. The SAP is a confidential counseling service
provided to students for personal and school concerns which may be
interfering with academic performance and/or quality of life. The SAP
counselor is available on campus once a week. For more information,
contact the Vice President for Enrollment and Retention, Dr. Dionne
Jones-Malone, Office # 611, 219-473-4305.

CCSJ Alerts:

Calumet College of St. Joseph’s emergency communications system will
tell you about emergencies, weather-related closings, or other incidents
via text, email, or voice messages. Please sign up for this important
service annually on the College’s website at:
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html.
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