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COURSE SYLLABUS, Spring 2018 

PHIL 200 X: Great Philosophical Ideas 

 

Instructor Information: 
Instructor Name Joan Crist 

Office Number: 513 

Phone Number: Please feel welcome to call me at home or by mobile in the evenings and 
on weekends, any time before 10 pm.  If I cannot answer, I will call or text 
you back as soon as I am able.  If you are calling our home, please leave a 
voice message, since we do not have caller I.D.   (219) 473-4304, office; 
(219) 932-2706 home; (219) 314-3836 (mobile) – a text is the quickest 
way to reach me.  I will not use your phone number for any purpose 
other than class, unless you give me permission, or unless for some 
reason your safety is at stake. 

Email: jcrist@ccsj.edu, checked approx. once per day. 
Hours Available: If you need help, please do not hesitate to talk with me.   

 

Instructor Background: B.A., classics, St. John’s College, Annapolis, Maryland;  
M.A., Ph.D., systematic theology, University of Notre Dame, Indiana. 
Rowing club coach/advisor, CCSJ.  Involved in social justice in the Region since 2001. 

What you can expect from me: a strict but supportive “coach” 
who cares passionately about your success, expects excellence, 
deeply respects your dignity, and is committed to being as 
available to you as I am able this semester.   
What I expect from you: a dedicated student who cares genuinely 
about succeeding in this course, and is willing to put in the time 
and effort that it takes, not just to pass, but to excel.   

I will give you my best.  I expect your best. 
 

mailto:jcrist@ccsj.edu
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Course Information: 

Course Time: Tuesday 7:00 – 8:00 pm 

Classroom: 209 

Prerequisites:   EWPC 103, 104; THEO 130 or 131; Junior status 
Required Books 
and Materials: 
 

A binder or folders for keeping handouts,  
A 70-page notebook or theme book to use as a journal. 

Learning Outcomes/ Competencies: 
Students in this course will: 
1) Understand the basic terminology used by the great philosophers;  

2) Articulate the philosophical themes of major philosophers from their writings and within their 

historical settings; 

3) Evaluate various philosophical perspectives; 

4) Begin to reflect critically about the nature of reality, wisdom, and ethics; 

5) Develop a personal philosophy in conversation with the great philosophers. 

Strengthening critical thinking and oral communication skills is a strategy essential to accomplishing 

the above five goals: 

1) Comprehend and interpret challenging texts, 

2) Question and judge ideas for yourself, 

3) Discern the implications of ideas and convictions, 

4) Support your views with reasoning, 

5) Speak confidently and clearly in a public setting, 

6) Listen and respond to others in a respectful conversation, 

7) Respond calmly and thoughtfully to questions in a public setting. 

8) Exercise leadership in class. 

 
This course meets the following General Education objectives:  

1. Students will read analytically, synthetically, and critically in a variety of genres: reinforced through 

reading sessions, annotation, discussion board posts, and Seminar conversation. 

2. Students will write in a variety of forms using valid logic, persuasive rhetoric, and correct grammar, 

usage, and punctuation: reinforced through journal writing, expository essays, and resume. 

3. Students will be able orally to deliver a presentation with a clear central idea that is logically 

developed, supported by convincing evidence and valid reasoning, and expressed using language and 

delivery choices thoughtfully adapted to the audience: reinforced through Seminar, oral examinations, 

and the debate. 

4. Students will be able to apply ethical standards that reflect critical thought and responsible action to 

social issues, and to analyze their own core beliefs and the origin of these beliefs: reinforced throughout 

course assignments and assessments.  

5. Students will appreciate, create, and critique the persuasive power of art and media: reinforced briefly 

through study of Pythagoras and the relationships of mathematical proportion to music and visual art; 

and through periodic analysis of video clips containing logical fallacies. 
  

Course Description: In this course, students seek what is true and good in conversation with 
the Great Books of Western philosophy. The foundation is the Seminar, an open conversation 
centered on a text and guided by the instructor. Students read and discuss works by Plato, 
Aristotle, and other philosophers of classical Greece and Rome, scholastic and spiritual 
thinkers of the Middle Ages such as Anselm and Aquinas, and seminal thinkers of the modern 
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world, such as Rene' Descartes, John Locke, and Friedrich Nietzsche.  This course empowers 
students to strengthen speaking and critical thinking skills in the General Education 
curriculum. 
Learning Strategies:  
reading, conversation, journal writing, online posts, “kahoot” quizzes, research, formal presentations 
Experiential Learning Opportunities:  
Public oral examination sessions offer students the opportunity to demonstrate their achievements to 
the college family, offer other students the opportunity to witness role models of critical thinking and 
speaking, and offer the instructor the benefit of outside assessment of student achievement.  
 
 

  Assessments: 

Major 
Assignments: 

Your final grade will be the cumulative total of points for the following: 

1. SEMINAR: 25 points each. 

2. Journal writing: 10 points each entry. 

3. Reading sessions: 8 points each (we may or may not use these). 

4. Annotated readings: 12 points each. 

5. Discussion board posts: 12 points each week. 

6. Quizzes: 5 points each. 

7. Participation on lecture days: 5 points each. 

 

Summative Assessments: must be sufficient to pass the course 

1. Personal Philosophy essay: 50 points.  

2. Research Presentation: 50 points.   

3. Final written exam: 50 points.  

4. Midterm and final Oral Exams: 25 points for the midterm; point value 

of final depends on your year.  You must turn in your proposal on time 

and pass the final oral exam, achieving the appropriate level on the 

Signature Assignment rubric, in order to pass the course, regardless of 

your coursework grade. 

If your work on final assessments is not sufficient, you will not pass the 

course, regardless of your coursework grade in Blackboard.   

 

Class 
Participation: 

Every class, especially Seminar, requires active involvement.  See assignment 
descriptions below, and attendance/absence policy. 

 

Grading Scale: 
100 – 92: A         91 – 90:  A- 
89 – 88: B+  87 – 82: B          81 – 80: B- 
79 – 78 : C+  77 – 72: C  71 – 70 : C- 
69 – 68:  D+  67 – 62: D  61 – 60: D- 
59 and below    F 

This course asks for about 3 hours of study time per week: 
2 hours reading, spread out through the week 

A half hour or so on your posts—done on at least two separate days 
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A half hour or so reviewing for quizzes 
Toward the end of the semester, you will need to invest extra time in 

your research, final paper, and prep for final oral exam. 
Course Schedule: 

If class must be canceled, go to Blackboard for distance learning resources, along with a revised 
schedule if necessary.   

Date: class days 
in bold, other 
deadlines in italics 

Class Discussion/Activities Assignments: due on or before the 
corresponding date 

Tuesday,  
January 16 

What is philosophy and what is it for? 

 
How to read a Great Book:  
really reading and annotating texts. 

 

By Saturday,  
Jan. 21 

“BY” does not mean “on.”  Start your 
homework well in advance of 
deadlines.  Use the time between 
classes effectively.  Contact me if you 
need help, but do not wait until the last 
minute to call. 

--Read the syllabus thoroughly and 
contact jc with any questions. 
--Personal Philosophy Essay version 
1 due in Blackboard. 
 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday,  
Jan. 22 

 --Finish reading and annotating “A 
Homemade Education.” 
--Do your posts on the reading in the 
Blackboard discussion board: 
remember that they must be on at 
least two separate days. 

Tue., Jan. 23 SEMINAR: Malcolm X – whole class 
together 

 
From Myth to Natural Philosophy: 
Introducing the Mediterranean 
Philosophers, the meaning of inference, 
and the nature of scientific inquiry. 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of the reading. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, Jan. 29 

 Read and annotate the readings from 
the Mediterranean Philosophers. 
Do your posts on the readings in the 
Blackboard discussion board. 

Tue., Jan. 30 SEMINAR: The Mediterranean 
Philosophers 

 
Quiz 
Lecture: Introducing Socrates and Plato 
-- Reasoning, metaphysics, the Forms 
or Ideas. 
Begin reading “Crito” 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of the reading. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, Feb. 5 

 Read, annotate, and do your posts on 
Plato’s dialogue, Crito. 
 



5 

 

Tue., Feb. 6 SEMINAR: Plato’s Crito 

 
Quiz—cumulative 
Lecture: Introducing Aristotle – 
epistemology and virtue 
Begin reading the Ethics 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of the Crito. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, Jan. 12 

 Read, annotate, and do your posts on 
the reading from Aristotle’s Ethics. 

Tue., Feb. 13 SEMINAR: Aristotle’s Ethics 
Group 2, Reading session.   

 
Go over midterm oral exams and craft 
proposals. 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of the Ethics. 

Tue., Feb. 20 Midterm oral exams 
Your exam will be video-taped.  You 
will offer each other constructive 
feedback. 

Come prepared for your oral exam, 
and to be an attentive and respectful 
audience for your classmates. 

  View your midterm oral exam video, 
type a complete transcript of it, and 
write a reflective evaluation.  Turn in 
this work via Blackboard “Syllabus 
and Assignments.” 

Tue., Feb. 27 Quiz -- cumulative 
Lecture, reading, and discussion: 
Introducing the Stoics and Epicureans 

 

March 5-11 SPRING BREAK!  Have fun and stay 
safe, read your Seminar reading! 

 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, March 12 

 Read, annotate, and do your posts on 
your chosen reading from Marcus 
Aurelius or Epictetus and Lucretius. 

Tue., March 13 SEMINARS: Stoics and Epicureans 
Stoics will meet in one room, 
Epicureans in the other, then come 
together to share insights.  Whose way 
of life is better?  Why? 

 
Lecture: Introducing the Middle Ages -- 
Thomas Aquinas and his “proofs” for 
the existence of God. 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of your reading. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, March 19 

 Do honest self and peer evaluations of 
your Seminars through the surveys in 
Blackboard. 
Read, annotate, and do your posts on 
the reading from the Summa 
Theologiae 
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Tue., March 20 SEMINAR: Thomas Aquinas.  

 
Introducing the Modern Philosophers, 
the theme of Rebellion, and your 
research presentation. 

Come prepared for Seminar, with your 
annotated copy of the Summa. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, March 16 

 Decide which Modern Philosopher you 
would like to research, and post your 
choice and initial findings in the 
relevant Blackboard forum.  Your 
choice must be different from 
everyone who has posted before you! 

Tue., March 27 Library research session, work on your 
presentations. 

 

By noon on Friday, 
March 30 

 If you still need to work on your 
research presentation, finish it by this 
deadline and post it to Blackboard, so 
that I have time to make the posters. 

April 3 
Humanities Fest, 
April 2-6 
 

HUMANITIES WEEK: attend our 
research conference.  Give your 
poster presentation.  Vote on which 
modern philosopher to study.  If 
possible, attend additional 
Humanities Fest events.  Be sure to 
sign in and write a journal entry.   

Write journal entries on any additional 
Humanities Week session/s you 
attend and turn this in through 
Blackboard. 
Begin revising your personal 
philosophy essay. 
Read your next (and last!) Seminar 
reading from your chosen Modern 
Philosopher. 

By 7:00 pm 
Monday, March 16 

 Read, annotate, and do your posts on 
the reading from your chosen modern 
philosopher. 
Turn in a draft of your revised 
personal philosophy essay. 

Tue., April 10 SEMINAR: Your Chosen Modern 
Philosopher 

 
Work on final oral exam proposals and 
choose times for your exams.  Plan for 
hosting public sessions. 

 

By noon on Friday, 
March 30 

 If you still need to work on your 
proposal, turn in it via Blackboard no 
later than this deadline! 

April 17 and 24 Oral final exams.  Take your exam.  Be 
an attentive and respectful audience for 
your colleagues.  Help to host public 
sessions.  See below for all policies. 

Come dressed formally, prepared for 
your exam, on the day that you take 
your oral. 

By noon on Friday, 
March 30 

 Turn in your revised personal 
philosophy essay final draft. 

May 1 Written final exam 
 

Please resolve all questions about 
grades before exam week.   

I reserve the right to change this schedule to meet the needs of the class. 
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Assignments: detailed guidelines 

 
1. SEMINAR 

 

 
Seminar at St. Johnôs College, Annapolis, Spring 2016. www.sjc.edu  

 

The Seminar is the heart of the course and the most important assignment.   

It is an open conversation centered on a reading, which you are to 

complete before the assigned class day.  READ the text, THINK about 

what it means.  Come to class prepared to SPEAK about your ideas and to 

LISTEN to others.  It is your responsibility to follow the schedule and to 

come to class prepared.   

 

The following guidelines for participation in Seminar are based on a nationally 

recognized set of rubrics (called the AAC&U VALUE Rubrics), which the CCSJ faculty 

has adapted for our Signature Assignments in writing, speaking, and critical thinking.  

The guidelines represent our vision of a maturing student engaged in intellectual and 

ethical growth, developing strong speaking and critical thinking skills, and progressing in 

wisdom and virtue. 

 

The Signature Assignment Rubric which follows on page 9 is the basis for the Seminar 

guidelines, and will be used to assess your oral exams. 

 

If you miss a Seminar, you will have a zero.  You may make up one Seminar in the 

semester by meeting with the instructor one on one for an hour to discuss the reading.  

See the ñattending classò section below, page 19.  You will need to do most of the 

talking during this meeting, and demonstrate a deep familiarity with the text. 
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SEMINAR PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES 

To earn full credit for participation in Seminar, you need to do all of the following. 
You may be asked to assess your own participation, in consultation with the instructor. 

Presence 

Be on time and stay for the whole Seminar. 

Come prepared, having your reading with you. 

Use body language that shows attentiveness and respect:  

sit upright and make eye contact with each person who 

speaks. 

5 

Involvement and delivery 

Contribute meaningfully to the conversation several times, 

using understandable delivery and articulation skills. 

Ask at least one meaningful follow-up question of another 

student. 

Do not dominate or BSï invite and allow others to speak. 

5 

“Comprehension” – key skill that must be 

demonstrated to pass the course 

Show that you are deeply familiar with the text: 

--Summarize a range of ideas from the text accurately. 

--Respond accurately to unexpected questions about the 

content of the text by locating relevant quotes and being 

able to explain them in your own words. 

5 

“Handling Evidence” 

Quote from the text, always giving the page number so 

everyone can find it. 

Explain the meaning of the quote accurately in your own 

words. 

5 

“Reasoning” 

Use reasoning or argument to explain WHY you agree or 

disagree with the text or another student. 

Support claims from evidence if relevant: this can include 

the text itself, personal experience, information from other 

courses, or other sources. 

Discuss the implications of ideas for your personal life. 

5 

Total 25 
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Rubric for oral examinations as a Signature Assignment across the curriculum 
 0 1 (Benchmark)  

Freshmen 
2  (Developing)  
Sophomores 

3  (Sufficient) Junior/Sr. 
Gen. Ed. Capstone Goal 

4  Exemplary  

Delivery 

Enhances effectiveness 
through appropriate, 
authoritative delivery. 
 

 

 Delivery techniques 
(posture, gesture, eye 
contact, fillers, 
incomplete sentences, 
and vocal 
expressiveness) detract 
from understandability 
of  presentation, and 
speaker appears 
uncomfortable. 

Delivery techniques 
(posture, gesture, eye 
contact, few fillers, mostly 
complete sentences, and 
vocal expressiveness) make 
the presentation 
understandable, and speaker 
appears tentative. 
  

 

Delivery techniques 
(posture, gesture, eye 
contact, complete 
sentences with virtually no 
fillers, and vocal 
expressiveness) make the 
presentation interesting, 
and speaker appears 
comfortable. 

 

Delivery techniques 
(posture, gesture, eye 
contact, complete 
sentences with no fillers, 
and vocal expressiveness) 
make the presentation 
compelling, and speaker 
appears polished and 
confident. 

Language & 
Articulation 
 
 
Makes language choices 
appropriate to the level 
of  the audience and the 
occasion. 
 
 

 Language choices are 
consistently unclear 
(incorrect, verbose, 
redundant, incoherent) 
and minimally support 
the effectiveness of  the 
presentation. Language 
choices are infrequently 
appropriate to audience 
and occasion.  

 

Language choices are 
commonplace (correct and 
coherent, but with some 
imprecise vocabulary and 
some redundancy) and 
partially support the 
effectiveness of the 
presentation. Language in 
presentation is mostly 
appropriate to audience and 
occasion. 

Language choices are 
consistently thoughtful and 
careful (correct and 
coherent with vocabulary 
precisely tailored to the 
audience and occasion, and 
no redundancy.) Language 
choices consistently 
support the effectiveness 
of  the presentation.  
 

 

Language choices are 
imaginative, memorable, 
and compelling, and 
enhance the effectiveness 
of  the presentation. 
Language in presentation 
is appropriate to audience. 

Comprehension  

Recalls, understands, 
and appropriately 
utilizes academic 
material. 
 
 

 Sporadically relates units 
of information with 
some accuracy. 
Generally apprehends 
vocabulary appropriately 
to paraphrase or 
summarize.  

 

Coherently relates a body of 
prepared information with 
accuracy, though perhaps 
with some rigidity. Very little 
inaccuracy or partial 
understanding. Utilizes key 
terms correctly. 

Appropriately selects 
relevant information from 
among a large body of 
knowledge and coherently 
discusses the information 
with accuracy. Has fully 
integrated key terms into 
an understanding of issues 
at hand. 

 

Appropriately selects 
information from among 
a large body of knowledge 
and terminology. 
Thoroughly discusses the 
information with 
complete 
accuracy, revealing 
personal comprehension 
and synthesis. 

Handling 
Evidence 
Identifies, interprets, 
evaluates sources of 
information, showing 
familiarity with and 
ability to locate relevant 
information in those 
sources. 

 Information is taken 
directly from source(s) 
without attribution, 
interpretation or 
evaluation.   

 

Information is taken from 
source(s) with some 
attribution, interpretation, 
evaluation, though without 
coherent analysis or 
synthesis.  

Information is 
appropriately attributed, 
and interpreted / evaluated 
in order to develop a 
coherent analysis or 
synthesis. Viewpoints of 
experts are subject to some 
reasoned questioning.  

 

Source(s) of information 
are recognized, but also 
thoroughly interpreted 
and evaluated to develop 
a comprehensive analysis 
or synthesis. Alternative 
viewpoints and experts 
are questioned 
thoroughly.  

Reasoning: 
Drawing 
conclusions and 
related outcomes 
Uses reasoning to 
derive inferences, 
implications, and 
consequences. 

 Conclusions are 
inconsistently tied to 
some of the information 
discussed; related 
outcomes (consequences 
and implications) are 
oversimplified. 

 

Conclusions are logically tied 
to information, though 
evidence may be incomplete 
or chosen to fit a conclusion. 
Some related outcomes 
(consequences and 
implications) are identified 
clearly and accurately. 

Conclusions are logically 
tied to a range of 
information, including 
opposing viewpoints or 
alternatives; related 
outcomes (consequences 
and implications) are 
identified clearly. 

 

Conclusions are logical 
and reflect studentõs 
informed evaluation and 
ability to place evidence 
and perspectives 
discussed in priority 
order. 

Total: midterm 
Final oral exam 

 25 
50 

25 
60 

25 
70 

Extra credit, up to 
80 points 
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2. READING SESSIONS 

On selected days, you may be assigned to work independently as a group during class 

time.  This is an opportunity for you to show maturity and leadership.  Meet in our 

alternative classroom, or another space agreed upon with the instructor.  Sign in.  

Rearrange the room carefully so you can face each other.  Read your next Seminar 

reading orally, taking turns.  Paraphrase each passage in your own words and discuss 

its meaning.  Look up words you do not know and write the definitions in your reading.  

Annotate your readings.  Discuss the text as you wish.  Each person present should 

read and paraphrase orally at least twice.  You may take one or two short breaks, but 

spend an hour in total reading as a group. 

Video-record the entire session and turn in the camcorder with the sign-in to the 

instructor at the end of the period.  Each student who reads and comments must be in 

the video.  If you miss this session, do it on your own within a week, and provide the 

instructor with an hour-long video of you reading and paraphrasing the text.  You may 

also be assigned to read with a tutor, depending on your performance in Seminar.  If 

your group holds a perfect Seminar, in which everyone participates at an ñAò level, and 

the conversation flows to profound discoveries, you will no longer have to hold these 

sessions.  If your performance falls, you will go back to them. 

 

3. ANNOTATED READINGS 

Do your Seminar readings slowly and thoughtfully: hear every word in your mind as you 

read, or even better read out loud with friends.  You will start this process in your 

reading session.  As you read, mark up your copy meaningfully in a way that shows you 

are genuinely interacting with the reading.  Underline or highlight quotes that stand out, 

whether you agree or disagree with them, and write in the margins what they mean in 

your own words.  Paraphrase and summarize.  Look up and write the definitions of 

words that are new to you.  Draw symbols that illustrate your emotions or thoughts in 

response to the reading.  Write down questions.  Every page should have something 

meaningful on it.  The hand-out should look like you spent two hours with it.  If you are 

pressed for time, it is better to read part of the reading slowly and thoughtfully than to 

scan through all of it.  You should NOT be annotating it during Seminar; if you would like 

to take notes in Seminar, do so into your journal.  Turn in readings afterward. 

 
4. IN-CLASS JOURNAL WRITING 

During class, you will write journal entries based on the Seminar, lecture, or activity held 

that day.  The journal will help you to prepare for your paper revision and exams.  What 

you write is confidential: I will not share it or ask you to share it without your permission.  

You will pick up your journal at the beginning of each class, and hand it in at the end of 

each class.  The assignment is due at the end of class: do not take it home unless 

directed.  See guidelines below for journal entries after Seminar. 
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JOURNAL GUIDELINES (after Seminar) 

 
To earn full credit for your journal assignment, you need to do all of the following 

(not necessarily in this order, but all these elements must be present).   
You may be assigned to revise journal entries with tutoring assistance. 

 

  Write a meaningful question that arose for you 
within the conversation.  In your entry, respond to the 
question. 

1 point 

Quote from the text of the philosopher we are 
studying. 

¶ Use quotation marks.   

¶ Use ellipsis (é) if you need to abbreviate a 
lengthy quote. 

1  
 

Include an accurate page reference, enclosed in 

parentheses after the quote. 

1 

Explain the meaning of the quote in your own words, 

with clarity, accuracy, and originality. 

1 

Use reasoning to explain whether you agree or 

disagree with the philosopher and why. 

1 

Relate to the conversation we have had in class. 1 

Connect the ideas of the philosopher with your 
personal experience and/or your major field of 
study. 

¶ Describe past experiences that relate to these 
ideas or 

¶ Discuss the implications of these ideas for your 
future: what difference does this make in my 
life? 

3 

Write in clear, complete, meaningful sentences, 

without repetition or BS. Begin your entry on a new 

right-hand page of your notebook and write legibly. 

Points off if impossible to read. 

1 

Total – after the first few entries, partial credit may 

not be given 

10 
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5. DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS 

During the week, spend time thinking about Philosophy and doing your Seminar 

reading.  Spread your work throughout the week, not all at once and at the last minute! 

These posts will show that you are doing this, and will help to fuel our Seminar 

conversations.  Plan to spend 2 hours on your reading, but spread this work out 

throughout the week.  The purpose is to integrate mindful reading and thinking into your 

lifestyle.  Do the following posts in the relevant Blackboard discussion forum on at least 

two separate days.  Shortly before and after midnight will not count!  They are due by 

midnight on the day before Seminar, so you have to start them at least two days in 

advance to earn full credit.  Up to 3 points extra credit is possible for starting these even 

earlier and spreading them out over 3 days, as long as the writing is high quality. 

¶ Post a personal reflection in which you apply insights and vocabulary gained 

from lecture or Seminar to your personal experience in everyday life. (4 points) 

¶ Post an original response to the next Seminar reading in the appropriate 

discussion forum in Blackboard.  See below for guidelines. (4 points)  

¶ Post a thoughtful and respectful response to someone elseôs original post on the 

reading: use reasoning to explain whether you agree or disagree with their 

claims, and why.  Include at least one precise verb of thinking. (4 points) 

All posts must be thoughtful and meaningful: if a post appears carelessly or hastily 

written because of poor proofreading, lack of understanding, or brevity, it will not earn 

any points.   

If as a class or group, you wish to use some other social medium for these 

assignments, that is perfectly fine!  Work this out with the instructor. 

 

Your original posts should include (not necessarily in this order): 

Summarize in your own words an idea that stood out to 

you from the reading, and explain why it stood out. 

1  

Quote from the reading.  Enclose the quotation in ñò 

and a page number in () after the quote.  You must 

use a quote that is different from all who have 

posted before you. 

1  

Explain or paraphrase the quote in your own words. 1  

Respond to the quote or idea with your own thoughts, 

questions, and experiences.  You may agree or 

disagree with this philosopher. 

1  

Total – after the first week, there will be no partial 

credit: each post must contain all of these elements. 

4  
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6. QUIZZES  
Each lecture period we will begin with a brief quiz (possibly a ñkahootò) over some of the 

facts and concepts related to the philosophers and readings we have studied.  If you are 

late and miss the quiz, it may not be made up unless you take your excused tardy.  

These will help you to be ready for your final written exam. 

 

Final Summative Assessments: detailed guidelines 
In a final assessment, you demonstrate the knowledge and skills you have gained from 
the entire course.  It is like the championship competition in a sports season.  You will 

do this in several ways at the end of the semester.  Just as our course involves reading, 
speaking, and writing, so your final assessments will involve several different forms of 

those skills.   

 
1. Personal Philosophy Essay.  At the beginning of the semester, you will 

explore your own personal philosophy in a reflective paper written in the five paragraph 

essay format, refer to guidelines below, page 18.  You will need to revise this paper, in 

response to feedback from the instructor, at the end of the semester.  The revised 

version should reflect the most meaningful ideas that you have gained from the course. 

 

2. Research Presentation: you will choose a Modern Philosopher to learn 
more about.  You will undertake your own independent research into your 

philosopher, write an abstract, create a poster/powerpoint slide, and give a formal oral 
presentation on your findings.  Your goal is to persuade the class to pick your 
philosopher to read for Seminar. 
 
The first purpose of the research report assignment is for you to develop and to 
demonstrate the research skills of seeking and analyzing reliable information.  The 
second purpose is for you to share this knowledge with colleagues.  Along the way, you 
will practice critical thinking skills, including selecting key information, learning key 
terms, and handling sources.  You will learn to create a professional looking powerpoint 
slide.  You will also practice writing and public speaking skills which are absolutely 
essential for your professional and civic life as an educated leader.  Your goal should be 
to improve these skills as well as to gain knowledge.  The presentations can also 
generate topics that will be good for your final oral exam proposal. 
 
The first step in your project is to choose your topic.  Pick a philosopher whose life and 
ideas interest you, or to whom you can relate.  Seek assistance from a librarian if you 
need help.   
 
The second step is to explore reliable information on that topic in some depth, using the 
guidelines learned from our library session to evaluate your sources.  You MUST use a 
peer reviewed academic article, found through a library database search.  You are 
encouraged to use a book, as well, such as the Encyclopedia of Philosophy in the 
reference section.  You will need to explain how you found your sources. 
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Third, write a strong summaryðor abstract--of the information you have found through 
your research: one substantive paragraph, with a main idea and relevant details.  In the 
conclusion, explain how and why you chose your topic, and how you found your 
sources.  Write about 350 words, without repetition or BS. 
 
Fourth, create a single powerpoint slide to convey the essence of your summary in an 
organized, easy-to-read, visually appealing way.  No bells and whistles, but take time 
with the project.  Think of it as a potential poster for a research conference.  It must be 
impeccably proofread.  The layout should appear balanced and proportional.  Images 
should not be distorted (drag from the corner when you re-size).  All references should 
be included, including the sources of images or clips.  Viewers should be able to read 
the bullet points easily from the back of the room.  Apply the guidelines below.  See 
Blackboard for examples. 
 
Next, practice giving your report extemporaneously.  In class, you will talk to your 
colleagues in a smaller group setting, sharing the knowledge you have gained.  Your 
talk should last three to five minutes, covering your topic thoroughly, without digressing 
or using up too much time.  Be prepared to answer questions.  Do not memorize your 
talk, or read it from your paper.  By speaking from your memory and understanding, you 
will demonstrate mastery of the knowledge you have gained, showing that the 
knowledge has become your own.  Practice using strong delivery skills as described in 
the guidelines.  The oral report will also enable you to practice for your final oral exam. 
Finally, be present in class to give your reports!  If you are absent, your score for the 
oral report will be a zero.  You may be able to make it up under the excused absence 
policyðthere is a limit of two excused absences.  If this becomes excessive, however, it 
becomes unfair to the class, the instructor, and the students who are present, and there 
may be points off at the instructorôs discretion.  In your professional life, there will be 
some things that you just have to be there for, such as major presentations to potential 
clients, court cases, project team meetings, etc.  Treat these reports as a similar 
obligation in order to develop those professional skills. 
 
Use the following guidelines as a checklist for your work: check and double check it to 
make sure all the needed elements are complete.  These guidelines will also form the 
scoring sheet used to assess it.  Partial credit is possible if some aspects of the report 
are less than perfect.  This is not a license for shoddy work, however.  If there are 
writing errors in your slide or abstract, you will not earn points for those items.  If your 
writing is incomplete or plagiarized, or you cannot explain how you found your source, 
or your source is not truly reliable, the work will be a zero.  If your oral report does not 
show true mastery of your topic, or meaningful progress on delivery skills, you will not 
earn those points.  Strive not for just barely passing, but for your best work. 
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Research Presentation Guidelines PHIL 200 

Guidelines Points 
possible 

Points earned, notes: limited partial credit.  
Work must be substantive and scholarly as a 
whole in order to earn any points. 

SLIDE A brief title communicates the 
main idea in an attention-getting way. 

1  

Four to six bullet points on slide 
communicate accurate details related 
to main idea. Proofread! Use periods. 

5  

A relevant image or brief clip:  helps 
listeners to understand main idea or a 
detail. 

2  

Caption under or next to the image or 
clip explains precisely what it is. 

2  

References cites sources of all 
information. 

4  

Reference cites source of image or 
clip. 

2  

ABSTRACT Paragraph summary of 
topic, included in the notes section of 
the slide.  Include notes at end on 
why you chose your topic, how you 
found your source, and why it is 
credible.  12 to 15 sentences. 

10  

Total for posted work: slide and 
paragraph summary 
 

26  

ORAL REPORT Covers and expands 
on the information in the slide, 
speaking extemporaneously. 

10  

Responds knowledgeably to at least 
one question. 
Extra points for inspiring discussion. 

2  
 
 

DELIVERY Speaks clearly and slowly 
enough to be heard. 

3  
 

Maintains eye contact with all 
participants in the room. 

3  

*Speaks in complete sentences. 3  
 

Avoids fillers, such as ñahéò, ñyou 
knowò 

3  
 

Total for oral report 24  

 

 
3. Final Written Exam 
At the end of the semester, you will take a written final exam over the concepts and 
information shared in lectures. 
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4. Hosting your final oral exam session 
You will take your final oral exam with a small group of classmates.  This session will be 
public, open to all members of the college family, so that they can witness your 
achievement, and benefit from the wisdom you will share, and the role model of critical 
thinking you will show.  It will be your project to attract an audience to this event, and to 
make it welcoming and enjoyable for guests.  I hope to be able to offer you a budget for 
your event, to be used for refreshments and other needs you may think of.  Your group 
may, if you wish, decide to invite guests to vote on the most excellent oral exam for extra 
credit, or to participate in some other way. 
 
5. ORAL EXAM.   

 
This is a one-on-one interview in front of your colleagues.  The final oral 
exam represents your crowning achievement of the course. The reading, 
critical thinking, writing, speaking, and conversation skills you have 
developed throughout the semester, along with your development of your 
personal philosophy, will come together at this moment.  The exam will be 

videotaped as a record, and may be viewed by other instructors.  You may want to use an 
outstanding exam video for your online professional portfolio. 
 
You must pass your final oral exam and achieve the appropriate level on the 
Signature Assignment rubric (above, page 9) in order to pass the course, regardless 
of your coursework grade.   
 
Proposal: You will choose seven questions about the philosophers and texts we have 
studied this semester, in consultation with me, well in advance of the exam.  The proposal 
will include a bibliography listing the titles and pages of texts you will be responsible for in 
the exam.  These texts should include Seminar readings, but may include additional 
sources of interest to you and/or relevance to your major.  This proposal must be turned 
in by the deadline in the syllabus in order for you to pass the course: if this deadline is not 
met, you cannot take the exam.  You will come prepared to discuss any of those 
philosophers and texts in depth at a Sufficient level on the Signature Assignment rubric.   
 
The midterm oral exam will help you to prepare for the final.  It will take place one on 
one.  It will be video-recorded, and the instructor will review the video with you afterward to 
offer feedback.  You will type a transcript of it and write an evaluation.  Your proposal 
should contain two questions and a more limited bibliography. 
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Bring your readings with you to the exams.  The readings may and should be 
annotated, but you may not bring or read from other notes or papers. 
 
For your final, dress formally and modestly as you would for a job interview, or you 
will not be admitted to your exam.  (This is not necessary for the midterm.) No T-shirts, 
sweats, hats, jeans, or shorts.  No zippered jackets or tops.  Guys, wear a shirt with a 
collar, and shave, unless you normally wear a beard.  No gum.  If you need help with 
this, talk with the instructor. 
 
Format: The exam will begin with the question, ñTell me about yourself.ò  You will 
respond with a prepared statement that includes your full name, your major, and your 
year, and then a brief but compelling profile of who you are that reflects your personal 
philosophy.  You should prepare and rehearse this statement while you are revising 
your Personal Philosophy Essay.  
The examiner, who may be someone other than your instructor, will then choose any 
one of the questions on your proposal to ask you.  Your response should reflect the 
skills practiced in Seminar and described on the SA rubric.  Cover your topic fully, 
thoroughly, in depth and detail, referring to at least one of the texts in your 
bibliography. 
The examiner will continue with a mixture of unexpected follow-up questions and 
further questions from your proposal.  The follow-up questions will test your 
knowledge of your bibliography, as well as your ability to reason--to argue for your 
views, to see varying points of view, and to connect philosophical ideas with your 
personal experience.  An outstanding exam may turn into a conversation in which the 
student and examiner engage in a genuine exchange of ideas. 
At the conclusion of the exam, the examiner or instructor may or may not choose to 
offer you feedback on your performance.  Your score will be posted in Blackboard.  If 
you did not pass your exam, the instructor will communicate with you via e-mail. 
 
Attendance policies: 

¶ Arrive on time and attend the entire oral exam session on your day.  You will 
be on your honor to maintain an attentive, supportive presence for your 
colleagues.  By this time, you should have the maturity not to text, sleep, do 
other homework, or distract yourself and others during your colleaguesô exams. 

¶ You are required to attend at least one other exam day to be a supportive 
audience for your classmates, and possibly to ask them questions. 

¶ If you miss your exam time, you will take an F for the course, unless there is an 
extenuating circumstance which you can document, in which case you will take 
an Incomplete.  You will be responsible for contacting the instructor to request 
a make-up appointment after grades are due at the end of the semester.  You 
will earn a grade change by making up the missed exam.  You will lose half a 
letter from your final grade. 

 

Optional personal progress essay: If you can make a case, at the end of the 
semester, that you have made progress in any one area, you may drop your lowest 
grade.  Write a five-paragraph essay on this topic, supporting your claim with details 
from your assignments and your feedback.  Only an essay that is clear, organized, well 
supported and well proofread will be considered. 
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Calumet College of St. Joseph 
General Education Five-Paragraph Essay Guidelines 
for Personal Philosophy Essay, research paper and 

Signature Assignment 
COMPETENCY, points possible POINTS earned, 

notes 

Content – all paragraphs evaluated on content 

¶ Sincere, unique, informed expression of your personal philosophy at this 
moment in your life journey. 

¶ In your revision, serious engagement with the texts and sources as 
needed: you discuss the most relevant ideas of your chosen philosopher/s 
accurately and in depth, expressing agreement or disagreement with them 
and using reasoning to explain why.   

¶ In your revision, you include accurate quotations from readings followed 
by page references in parentheses, and explanations of each quote in 
your own words. (midterm) 

 
 
 

Introduction  

¶ Grabs attention. 

¶ Clearly states a focused thesis that asserts a position. 

¶ Indicates how thesis will be supported. 

¶ In the revision, offers some background information on the philosophers 
whose ideas you will discuss. 

 

Body Paragraphs  

Each body paragraph in the revision can be similar to a very well developed 
journal entry. 

¶ States main idea in topic sentence that supports thesis 

¶ States specific, accurately reported details that support topic sentence: 
these will differ according to the assignment, and may include personal 
experiences, philosophical ideas, and/or information gained through 
research. 

¶ Includes transition words that make logic of paragraph and essay clear, 
linking sentences within paragraph and paragraphs to one another. 

¶ In the revision, in each body paragraph, you engage substantively with a 
text that we have read, including appropriate use of quotations, 
explanations, and parenthetical citations. 

 

Conclusion  

¶ Restates the thesis.  

¶ Recaps the support for the thesis. 

¶ Concludes with implications or look to future: discuss the implications of 
your personal philosophy for your future.   

 

Sentence Grammar and Style: the revision must be impeccably proofread 

¶ Uses correct, appropriate grammar. 

¶ Uses proper punctuation and spelling. 

¶ Prose is concise and clear. 

¶ Uses active voice and sentence variety. 

 

Total: 15 points for the initial draft 
           50 points for the revision 
 

 

  



19 

 

 

Responsibilities 
Attending Class 
 

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not attend. We believe that 
intellectual growth and success in higher education occur through 
interaction in the classroom and laboratories. However, we do not want to 
penalize students for participating in college-sponsored events. When you 
miss class because of a college event, you must give notice of your absence in 
advance, and you are responsible for all missed work. Being absent doesn’t 
excuse you from doing class work; you have more responsibilities to keep up 
and meet the objectives of this course.  
Be on time, present for the whole class, and involved. 
You need to be on time in order to earn full credit for the day’s work.   If 
you miss roll call, it is your responsibility to check with me by the end of 
class to make sure you are marked tardy and not absent. 
You may take one excused absences for any personal reason.  It is your 
responsibility to let me know you want to take an excused absence, to 
arrange for a make-up opportunity, and to follow up to make sure the 
grade is logged in Blackboard.  If you miss a Seminar, you will need to 
meet with me for an hour to discuss the reading.  It is your responsibility 
to request an appointment in a timely fashion, well before oral exams 
start.  You may take an additional excused absence for college-sponsored 
events, such as athletics; or jury duty; or military service: provide official 
notification.  You may take one excused tardy.  Please make every 
effort not to miss a Seminar!  

Turning In Your 
Work  

You cannot succeed in this class if you do not turn in all your work on the day 
it is due.  

Assignment deadlines are firm.  Problems with technology will not 
be an excuse for late work, unless—God forbid—we suffer a major 
natural disaster.   
If you have a problem or question, contact me well in advance of the 
deadline to work out a solution.    
Check your grades in Blackboard: see me immediately with any 
questions you have.  You are responsible for being aware of your 
current grade.  My commitment to you is to have your grades posted 
on a weekly basis.  If I get behind, class may be canceled until I am 
caught up.  Please resolve all grade questions before oral exams begin.  
Please do not come to me at the end of the semester with pleas about 
what grade you need in the course: that is your responsibility.  I will 
not engage in those conversations.  I will reserve the right not to 
respond to grade inquiries once exam week begins.  If your average is 
within 1.5% percentage points or less of the next higher grade 
bracket, I will round up to compensate for the possibility of small 
errors in Blackboard. 

Please do not send me work by e-mail.  Turn things in through 
Blackboard and contact me if you need assistance with this.   
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Up to 5 points of extra credit are available for assignments that 
truly exceed expectations.  Your best strategy for pulling your grade 
up after a missed assignment is to invest extra effort in your next 
opportunity. 

CCSJ Student 
Honor Code 

This course asks students to reaffirm the CCSJ Student Honor Code: 

 I, as a student member of the Calumet College academic community, in 

accordance with the college's mission and in a spirit of mutual respect, 

pledge to: 

¶ Continuously embrace honesty and curiosity in the pursuit of my 

educational goals; 

¶ Avoid all behaviors that could impede or distract from the 

academic progress of myself or other members of my community; 

¶ Do my own work with integrity at all times, in accordance with 

syllabi, and without giving or receiving inappropriate aid;  

¶ Do my utmost to act with commitment, inside and outside of class, 

to the goals and mission of Calumet College of St. Joseph. 

Using Electronic 
Devices 

Turn off and put away all electronic devices for the duration of the class – 
unless you are the primary caregiver of a dependent.  Do not use them during 
class; do not even appear to be using them: you may be asked to leave and 
will lose points from your grade.  If there is a true emergency, please let the 
class know that you need to step out.  I reserve the right to make a judgment 
call about your grade in such an instance.   

Participating in 
Class 

Have an attentive presence in class, especially in Seminar.   
¶ Use body language that shows attention: sit up; make eye 

contact with speakers. 
¶ Turn off and put away all electronic devices for the duration of 

the class, as stated above. 
¶ Do not sleep in class, or appear to be sleeping. If you are, we 

will wake you to make sure you are OK.  You may be asked to 
leave or to seek assistance on campus. 

¶ Do not hold side conversations while your colleagues are 
speaking.  

¶ Dress modestly and appropriately for a formal academic 
setting. 

Demonstrate respect in Seminar 
¶ Come prepared having done the reading carefully and 

thoughtfully. 
¶ Arrive on time and wait quietly for the opening question. Do 

not step out of Seminar. 
¶ Do not try to BS your way through Seminar.  If you did not 

do the reading, do not waste our time by making statements.  
Listen to others and ask them brief questions.  

¶ Do not dominate Seminar.  Give others a chance to speak.  
Begin and end your point clearly.  The Seminar leader should 
not have to cut you off. 
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Be respectful yet challenging.  Every viewpoint deserves to be heard 
and honored. 
If you are meeting without the instructor, respect the direction of 
student leaders. 

Doing Your Own 
Work  
 

Do your own work.  Do not plagiarize or piggyback off of someone 
else’s work; do not compromise your integrity by allowing others to 
piggyback off of you. 
If you turn in work that is not your own, you are subject to judicial review, 
and these procedures can be found in the College Catalog and the Student 
Planner. The maximum penalty for any form of academic dishonesty is 
dismissal from the College. 
 
Using standard citation guidelines, such as MLA or APA format, to document 
sources avoids plagiarism. The Library has reference copies of each of these 
manuals, and there are brief checklists in your Student Handbook and 
Planner.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All papers may be electronically checked for plagiarism.  

Tracking Your 
Progress 

Your midterm grade will be available on MyCCSJ between Weeks 6 and 8. Be 
sure to see how you’re doing and follow up with your instructor.  

Sharing Your 
Class 
Experience 

At the end of the term, you will have the opportunity to evaluate your 
classroom experience. These confidential surveys are essential to our 
ongoing efforts to ensure that you have a great experience that leaves you 
well prepared for your future. Take the time to complete your course 
evaluations – we value your feedback!   

Withdrawing 
from Class 
 

After the last day established for class changes has passed (see the College 
calendar), you may withdraw from a course by following the policy outlined 
in the CCSJ Course Catalog. 

 

 
 

Resources 
Student Success 
Center: 
 

The Student Success Center provides faculty tutors at all levels to help 
you master specific subjects and develop effective learning skills. It is 
open to all students at no charge. You can contact the Student Success 
Center at 219 473-4287 or stop by the Library. 

Disability Services: 
 

Disability Services strives to meet the needs of all students by providing 
academic services in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) guidelines. If you believe that you need a “reasonable 
accommodation” because of a disability, contact the Disability Services 
Coordinator at 219-473-4349. 

Student Assistance 
Program  

Through a partnership with Methodist Hospital, Calumet College of St. 
Joseph provides a free Student Assistance Program (SAP) to current 
students. The SAP is a confidential counseling service provided to 
students  for personal and school concerns which may be interfering with 
academic performance and/or quality of life. The SAP counselor is 
available on campus once a week and off-site at their Employee 
Assistance Program (EAP) office in Merrillville or Gary. For more 
information, contact the SAP Counselor, at 219-736-4067.   
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CCSJ Alerts: 
 

Calumet College of St. Joseph’s emergency communications system will 
tell you about emergencies, weather-related closings, or other incidents 
via text, email, or voice messages. Please sign up for this important 
service annually on the College’s website at: 
http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html. 

 

Emergency Procedures 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY                                

     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Call 911 and report incident. 

2. Do not move the patient unless safety dictates. 

3. Have someone direct emergency personnel to patient. 

4. If trained:  Use pressure to stop bleeding. 

5. Provide basic life support as needed. 

FIRE 

     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Pull alarm (located by EXIT doors). 

2. Leave the building. 

3. Call 911 from a safe distance, and give the following information: 

¶ Location of the fire within the building. 

¶ A description of the fire and how it started (if known) 

BUILDING EVACUATION 

1. All building evacuations will occur when an alarm sounds and/or upon notification by 

security/safety personnel.  DO NOT ACTIVATE ALARM IN THE EVENT OF A BOMB 

THREAT. 
2. If necessary or if directed to do so by a designated emergency official, activate the building alarm. 

3. When the building evacuation alarm is activated during an emergency, leave by the nearest 

marked exit and alert others to do the same. 

4. Assist the disabled in exiting the building!  Remember that the elevators are reserved for persons 

who are disabled.  DO NOT USE THE ELEVATORS IN CASE OF FIRE. DO NOT PANIC. 

5. Once outside, proceed to a clear area that is at least 500 feet away from the building.  Keep 

streets, fire lanes, hydrant areas and walkways clear for emergency vehicles and personnel.  The 

assembly point is the sidewalk in front of the college on New York Avenue. 

6. DO NOT RETURN to the evacuated building unless told to do so by College official or 

emergency responders. 

 

IF YOU HAVE A DISABILITY AND ARE UNABLE TO EVACUATE: 

Stay calm, and take steps to protect yourself. If there is a working telephone, call 911 and tell the 

emergency dispatcher where you are or where you will be moving. If you must move,  

1. Move to an exterior enclosed stairwell. 

2. Request persons exiting by way of the stairway to notify the Fire Department of your location. 

3. As soon as practical, move onto the stairway and await emergency personnel. 

4. Prepare for emergencies by learning the locations of exit corridors and enclosed stairwells. 

Inform professors, and/or classmates of best methods of assistance during an emergency.  

 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SPILL/RELEASE 

http://www.ccsj.edu/alerts/index.html
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     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Call 911 and report incident. 

2. Secure the area. 

3. Assist the injured. 

4. Evacuate if necessary. 

TORNADO 

     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Avoid automobiles and open areas. 

2. Move to a basement or corridor. 

3. Stay away from windows. 

4. Do not call 911 unless you require emergency assistance. 

SHELTER IN PLACE 

     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Stay inside a building. 

2. Seek inside shelter if outside. 

3. Seal off openings to your room if possible. 

4. Remain in place until you are told that it is safe to leave. 

BOMB THREATS 

     EMERGENCY ACTION 

1. Call 911 and report incident. 

2. If a suspicious object is observed (e.g. a bag or package left unattended):  

¶ Don’t touch it! 

¶ Evacuate the area.  

TERRORISM AND ACTIVE SHOOTER SITUATIONS   

1. Call 911 and report intruder.  

RUN, HIDE OR FIGHT TIPS: 

1. Prepare – frequent training drills to prepare the most effectively. 

2. Run and take others with you – learn to stay in groups if possible. 

3. Leave the cellphone. 

4. Can’t run? Hide – lock the door and lock or block the door to prevent the shooter from coming 

inside the room. 

5. Silence your cellphone -- use landline phone line. 

6. Why the landline? It allows emergency responders to know your physical location. 

7. Fight – learn to “fight for your life” by utilizing everything you can use as a weapon. 

8. Forget about getting shot – fight! You want to buy time to distract the shooter to allow time for 

emergency responders to arrive. 

9. Aim high – attack the shooter in the upper half of the body: the face, hands, shoulder, neck. 

10. Fight as a group – the more people come together, the better the chance to take down the 

shooter. 

11. Whatever you do, do something – “react immediately” is the better option to reduce traumatic 

incidents.  


